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me affirming the right totax. Now, I think it right || purpose of erecting thereon the necessary buildings for the | the Senator from New York, althoughte advises 
ered that in some way or other the public should have ow of this act. ‘ me of the source whence he obtains hie inform- 
ment, a guarantee that the mintin New York shall not I will merety remark, that if the amendment || ation, relative to the cost of coinage at the mint 
yi be made the subject of taxation. [ therefore move || prevails it will just place the property held by the || either at Dahlonega or Charlotte. On looking tw 





, s 2 s ~ i . 
to in. ‘dnd be it further enacted, That this act shall not go into || Of this mint upon the same footing under the Con- || penses of these establishments, and to the state- 
effect, so far as respects the branch mint at New York, until |} stitution as the naval establishments, and the other || ment of the number of pieces which have been 


~ 


2 bill this amendment: | Government of the United States for the purposes |) the appropriations made to defray the annual ex- 


of New Yorke shall, by some law or ott bii ited || eoi 

1 hot ears the faith of said "Rate that no tax shall Snap i ss oe = ene - ne Cohed coined there, I find that the cost amounts to =~ 
Ido iene be faid, assessed, or collected by the said State, or || PMAtes Is placed under the Constitution, ‘ || teen dollars and some cents per hundred pieces 
it the gader the ennete aaa State, on the said branch mint, \| mh gt tay [ wet the Senator will not || instead of sixty-seven dollars. 
j on the buildings which may be erected th@refor, or on || press his amendment. It goes a great deal fur- || YKINSON a : 
liffer. the fixtures ot machinery which may be used therein, or | ion the amendment of keBaikios home North || ¢ = eee Seren enn 
er to on the lands on whieh the same may be placed; but nothing | Caroli B a eill || from Hant’s Merchants’ Magazine, a very high 
down in this section contained shall be understood as implying an | arolina, [Mr. Bapeer,} and will probably lead | authority upon matters of this sort, and generally 

admission that any such power of taxation rightfully exists. || to debate, an excited debate too. Why, sir, this | a very correct one. " 
nt in Mr. DICKINSON. I have no objection to this || amendment extends much further than the Sena- | The question was then taken on ordering the 
ssed, amendment, except that it may delay operations, || ‘Of SUPposes. It seems to me to establish a new | bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 


rk it [am not advised how soon it might be got into’|| Principle. If you take the mint.you may take the || Mr, STURGEON called for the yeas and nays, 
operation; but.our Legistature does not meet till | custom-house, the post-office, the court-house, and | which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 














ment the first Tuesday in January next. If that be | every other building in which officers of the United follows: 
I the deemed time enough, [ do not object to it. Indeed, || States perform their duties, out of the jurisdiction | ygas_—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Bell, Bentomy: Brad- ig 
J do not object to ut anyway. I believe the United i and beyond the process of the State. Now, we || bury, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Davis of “Poy 
€ 6th States has been taxed in a certain place, not- || have some trouble about these exclusive jurisdic- ener. ne wes de ig ed oe of ae 
n the withstanding all their revolutionary recollections. || ions of the United States. In some instances, | iitton, Hunter, Jones, Maru, Norris, Ruck, Seba. ‘5 
(Laughter) ‘| however, it is eee that peculiar jurisdiction || tian, Seward, Shivids, Soulé, Upham, Walker, and Whit- 
‘ken, Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would suggest to the i should belong to the United States, but I see no | comb—s4, 
ntieman who proposed the amendment, whether || T2800 why in the custom-house, the mint, and Ohm See reeeets Repas, Eee, Seceeeee 
- Cor. ehad not better so amend it as to provide that || the post-office, the jurisdiction of the State should | analy Peat, Sibuaieeer Bveabed Tanbany iebvaneha” 
Ring, = the mint shall not be established in New York un- || 9Ot exist, and processes issue against all individu- || and Wales—17, s ; ; oF thy ; 
oR til the State of New York shall cede to the United || #!8 therein. There is no necessity for introducing So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
Brad. States exclusive jurisdiction over the ground upon || "other jurisdiction there. ft never has been cone Mr. DICKINSON called for the third reading 
vis of which the buildings are to be raised. || in a case of this kind, and I think the propriety of || of the bill, but objection was made by Mr. Kuxa. 
~ Mr. BADGER. | accept the modification. _ || introducing such a clause into this bill is question- || On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 
ous Mr. DICKINSON. [hope the amendment will || able. Besides, why should it be done in New | then proceeded to the consideration of executive 
wath eee then. It would only be delaying || york a a 1 California, Philadelphia, and || business, and after some time spent therein the 
operations about a mere matter of form. | Sverre vere Sues doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
» bill Pr. UNDERWOOD. | think it a matter of || Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the Senator from | st -shih schemas 
ome some wabetanee, ' erat | ain ie a aaa Te It will HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
i r. . [t is not usually done, I admit; | ee ee ee . ’ = 15 
ws but recent events show the decent of it. || Mr. UNDERWOOD. I do not want to em- ee 
the Mr. DICKINSON. The result would be to pre- | barrass the bill, but I will make one remark. As | , The House met, pursuant to adjournment, at 8 . 
oles vent aj movements in the matter till another year. || I understand it, State officers have no right to | ° clock, a. m. cima 
ated I hope it will not be adopted. The amendment, || mter into a naval establishment, such as we have On motion by Mr. JONES, it was 
al a8 at first proposed by the Senator from North | & Brooklyn and in many other parts of the United i a atoms adjourns to-day, it adjourn 
7 — I rere no objection to. It might occa- || eed on the Pith is — a inv'the the ore of | And hdl x ‘te 
sion dela t iline ith it. || the machinery which is used in the construction ? ; ie ee 
iy, a modldsaliee procosed™ by’ the Spdaise ee || of attne and x impose taxes upon it, and I see no || OM motion, the 7 at 8 o’clock and 13 min- et 
ral Kentucky [Mr. Unverwoop] I hope will not be | Propriety in allowing a State jurisdiction of that || 4% adjourned unt to-morrow at Ih o'clock. 
val agreed to; it has not been usual at all. 1 sort over establishments which are equally nation- IN SENATE 
” Mr. STURGEON. The Senator from North || &!, fof national purposes, and | have no objection || . ee a eee 
sing Carolina in introducing the amendment brought up || 2 all and can see no danger in ha taieel estab- || Taunspar, May 30, 1850. 
nae a fact which jit is necessary | should explain, lest || lishments properly belonging to the United States || On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the reading of 
> it should tend tu the prejudice of the city of || from the taxing power of the States, because these || the Journal was dispensed with. 
also Eroiberly Love, for which I have a great affec- | acquisitions are sat muted eee ee DEATH OF HON. F. H. ELMORE. 
od to tion. All the prope i j || and the Constitution of the United States provides | : 
city of Philadelphin. exesne Be ene Rel tee | for them. The amendment simply requires that Mr. BUTLER rose and re a nee 
8 8 long since exempted from taxatio by the, Legis- | the State should cede to the nation jurisdiction || my heart sinks under the melancho 5 uty which 
rate lature of Pennsylvania. The local authorities of 1 over its establishment. || marefortune and affliction have sited ete tee 
ice, Philadelphia took it into their heads to tax the | Mr. DOWNS. Itgoesagreatdealfurther. | Within less than three years it ga allen ow 
had mint, and taxed it, and the question was broaght | Mr. UNDERWOOD. If, however, the gentle- || lot to announce the deaths of es ‘ porn. to 7 t . 
ubt up to be decided in the Federal courts. The Legis- || man from New York thinks it will embarrass his | other House; andit was butt he “ ae we et 
ald lature of Pennsylvania, however, immediately || bill, I have no objection to withdraw it. | communicated to the Senate t e -~ ot = a- 
wil - that suit being instituted, passed a law~that | Mr. DICKINSON. I should bemuch indebted || mented Calhoun, = We havescarcely ts toe ol 
bil € mint should be hereafter exempted from taxa- || ‘© the Senator from Kentueky if he would with- | selves of the badges of mourning to his memory 
self tion. | draw it, The amendment of the Senator from | before ee called on Agcy gpa tarry elt z 
1 Mr. BA A ; ‘ . || North Carolina I approve of. occasion of his successor’s death, ae 
y did than ody Sanet ys os ony teoneanir ch i Mr. UNDERWOOD accordingly withdrew hie | the Senate was butas a — to a one at 
I Fennsylvaniu, but the thing having taken place, { | Proposition, at vo geencamacam proposed by Mr. | a ~ Ne ecmemion tae en ee ae 
atil ink it ri ; as || Baveer was adopted. || fleeth, and cor , E 
her Mr. SOTA ee ae ce aia fiom | Mr. HALE moved to amend eve bill by add- |) My friend and colleague, the — Ean 
orth Carolina accepted the modification of his | ing the following: **’Phat the law estactishing | Harrer Exmone, breathed “x paint ~~ > 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Ken- | ‘the branch mint’at Charlotte, in the Staie of |!" this city last night, at ha te eight . chock. 
hat ™ lucky, '|* North Carolina, and at Dahlonega, in the For nee Le rn —_ ae a 
; ‘ ip |] ; ‘ i a source of solicitude and a > 
. ita If there is any difficulty I will | wea Pee ee ee ee Sees | His aside had ways ——e oy ery cares ee re- f 
> Mr. DIC NSON. ost ke Mr. DICKINSON. 1 hope the Senator from || sponsibi ities, and it was thought that evea a change 4 
e accepted. os Seay it BOP *> SHER, re || New Hampshire will not press his motion. It || of excitement and employment would ee 
nd- North Carolina was just and proper under the cir- | does not belong te’ this bill. 1 greatly prefer that | relief. It was with reluctance that peeennan the 
wauttanees of the case; the other one, I think, | it peat nyt, offered a eran Sen eater } anions ee aT ee arene ree 
would tend te ee \| @ to this bill. || Ment that we } ty of 
“ guetieinan ‘ener ped meee and | hope the || r. BADGER, (in his’ seat.) We had better || South Carolina, to fill for a time the vesset in Z 
Mr. UND - Twill test the sense of || Vote it in. | the Senate occasioned by the death of his eens ; 
her the Senate in a moment by offering the amend- | Mr. HALE, As'the Senator is desirous that || predecessor. He took his seat in this only on oe 
the ment without any remarks. | propose to amend || his bill should not be’embarrassed,and as | heard | 6th of this month, and for a week or on Sa vei 
nn the amendment by striking out all after the word || the gentleman behind me say that they had better | hearts of his family and friends were g ™ grned ¥y d 
in “ shail,”’ and inserting the following: ‘| vote it in, | withdraw the amendment. | the prospects and hopes of returning hea ~ pee 
ent 5 esas United States exclusive jurisdiction over || Mr. BERRIEN. [ hope | may be permitted to | delusive hopes were excited only intie e disap- 
nia the ground’ and propeny whieh uty be purchased forthe | say that cannot acquiescein the statement madeby || pointment the more poignant and aiiiclive, .. new 
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form of disease—a neuralgia that pervaded the i father, he loved and was loved with deep and ten- i poised mind, and firm and well-ordered 
whale evetem—was as the hand of death upon him. || der affection. 


His sufferings were very great, and from the time || seem to allow of such an indulgence, | hope my || 


of his attack were incessant. It is a source of 


consolation that he retained his mind until the | 
His physicians, dis- || 
tinguished for their skill and knowledge, gave his | 
case uncemmon attention, and did all in their | 
It was his happiness | 
to have with him a being—the nearest to+im by | 
all the ties of this earth, the partner of his bosom | 
and the mother of his chiidren—a devoted wife, | 
whe poured out upon him all that an affectionate || 
These were alleviations ard || 
sources of solace in an hour of awful trial; but | 
they could not arrest the demands of the inexora- || 


actual invasion of death. 


power to afford him relief. 


heart could bestow. 


ble messenger. 


: ; ; : ; 
In withessing my friend's exit from this earth, | 
I hope [ have not bad a lesson without its mourn- | 


ful instruction. 
Mr. Exmone, from the time he entered upon the 
arena of life till his death, has acted no ordinary 


_ THE CONGRESSIONA 


Although this place would net 


friendship for their venerable and venerated grand. 
mother’s family, will be a pardon for saying a 


word that may be of service to the bereaved chil- | 


dren of a deceased friend. You have a father’s 
example to guide you, and a father’s reputation to 
preserve. These, with an affectionate mother’s 
care, may inculcate on you the virtues that will 


carry you through the temptations of life to honor || 
God grant that a friend’s remark || 
may have a beneficial influence on your fature des- | 


and respect. 


tiny ! 
Mr. President, I offer the following resolutions: 
Resolved unanimously, That a committee be appointed by 


|| the Vice President to take order for superintending the fu- | 


neral of the Hon. Franxuitn H. E_more, which will take 
place to-morrow at 12 o’clock meridian, and that the Senate 
will attend the samme. 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 


|| from a sineere desire of showing every mark of respect due 


to the memory of the Hon. Pranxctn H. ELmore, deceased, 


| Jate a member thereof, will go into mourning for him one | 


month, by the usual mode of wearing erape on the left arm. 


L. GLOBE. 


* ® . ° rineiy 
of action, made him wise in judgment ce i 
purpose. The high qualities that composed i 
noble character, gave him, through all his |if. 
leading influence in the social and political mg 
cerns of the community he belonged to, and wouiq 
probably have placed him very soon, if spared 
to actin the present juncture of public affairs 
among the distinguished few who, by notable wis. 
dom, integrity, patriotism, and usefulness, at. 
tract the especiel regards of their country, ang 
mark their memory in its history. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I sincerely 
sympathize with the honorable member from 
South Carolina, whose painful duty it has beep 
within so short a period to announce the death of 
another colleague. I sympathize, sir, with all the 
people of South Carolina, by whom, as I know 
the gentleman now deceased was greatly respected 
I sympathize with that domestic cir. 
cle to whom his death wil! be a loss never to be 
repaired. And, sir, I feel that the Senate may 


H and loved. 


well be the object of condolence on the death of 4 


part in public affairs. He has filled many employ- ‘ 
Resolved unanimoysly, That, as an additional mark of re- »gentleman so well known in the other branch of 


ments and trusts of honor and responsibility—and || , ; é ILE h : ’ : 
thetonfidence of his fellow-citizens to the last was | {pect for the memory of the Hon. Frankuin H. Etmore,the | the Legislature, of so much experience in the va- 
an honorable commentary on the manner in which | M ; HUNTER I + th . || tious duties of public and offictal life in his own 
he discharged these duties. r. HU! . I cannot pert ; e occasion | State, and who has so recently come into this 

Mr. Etmone was a native of Laurens district, || op Pase without oaerieg my ft We é ae a || body with every qualification to render here im. 
South Carolina, and died in the 51st year of his | the memory of the me 9 POR 1 Co se Be || portant public service, and with every prospect of 
age: Elis tether, Cieneral Elmore, was @ vaiive of | knew him asa ae Ve ener E arene 2. i} a usefulness, except so far as that prospect may 
Virginia, and was an active soldier of the Revolu- || COA eee eee ee ees Witenes | eee ny CaNEEe Spprehensions js 


ition, serving under General Green, in his celebrated 
Southern campaign of 1781. His mother was a 


Miss Saxon, a name distinguished in the partisan | 
After passing through the | 
ordinary academica! course, my friend entered the | 
South Carolina College in November, 1817, and | 
graduated two years afterwards with honor, and | 
with a reputation that at once presented him to ths | 
He read || 


law in my office, in the town of Columbia, and in | rise 


war of the Revolution. 


favorable consideration of the public. 


1821 was admitted to the bar. 
Such was the impression that he had already 
made on society, that in the year 1822, the year 


after his admission to practice, he had conferred | 
on him one of the highest honors of his profession. || 
He was elected solicitor (a public prosecuting offi- | 
cer) of the southern circuit—an office that involved | 
high responsibility and important public duties. | 


His energy, industry, and ability soon confirmed 
the sanguine expectations of his friends, 


He continued to be successively elected to this | 


office until he was called by his fellow citizens to 
fill a new sphere of action—and one for which | 
have always thought him eminently qualified, both 
from taste and ambition. 


fill a vacancy occasioned by the resignation of || he was about to enter. 


General Hammond; he wasa gain elected, and ser- 


and ability. ‘The impression which he made on 
his colleagues and contemporaries was such as to 
flatter the pride and gratify the ambition of any pub- 
le man. 


in December, 1839, Mr. E:more was elected | 
President of the Bank of the State of South Caro- || 
This was a positicn of real difficulty, that || 
Its la- || 
bors and responsibilities were great and almost || 
My friend continued to be elected | 


lima. 
required financial talents of a high order. 


overwhelming. 


He touk his seat in the || 


i ; ing elf. 
House of Representatives in December, 1836, to | coming than myse 


‘| all the fullness of their maturity. 
| that he was sick, but | did not know that the hand || 
|| of death was upon him, and had hoped that a 
change of scene and circumstances would restore | 
him, and that Jong and useful years were before | 
him. Alas, sir, how delusive was that hope; and, || 
indeed, of how many human hopes may-not the | 


| in 1837, when there was, perhaps, more bitterness | 
| in party divisions than I have known before or | 

since. 
| with him, and can truly say that I found him wise 


I have counselled with him, I have acted 


in counsel, firm and energetic in action. I have 
seen him under circumstances and exposed to trials 


which test most severely the qualities of the head | 


and the heart; and under al! circumstances, and in 
all emergencies, he so bore himself as to win the 
confidence of friends and the respect of adversa- 
I say adversaries, because if he had an 
enemy, I did not know or see him. 
high capacity and rare excellence of pursuing his 
own ends with ability and firmness, but in a man- 


ner so kindly, so gentle and persuasive, as to dis- | 


arm political opposition of all personal bitterness. 
Mr, President, | speak not in the extravagance 
of eulogy, but from observation and experience, 


when I say that his was indeed a rare and beautiful | 
character, in which the stronger and gentlerelements | 
| were mingled in the happiest proportions. 
could command your confidence by the means | 
| which won your love. 
|| be sent to this place, Mr. President, there was no | 

| man who rejoiced more in the prospect of his 
' I thought he was the very | 

|| man to be useful in the troubled scene upon whieb 
His wisdom, his firmness, || 


e l) hi feration and patriotism, all fitted | 
ved throughout the 25th Congress. During this time | ae ere ee ; ‘ 


he won a high reputation for parlamentiary address | 


When lL heard he was to 


him for the time and the place, and I anticipated || 


with pleasure the display of his powers here in 


same be said! The hopes—nay, 
“ The glories of our mortai state 
Are shadows, not substantial things.’’ 


He | 


|| tension o 


| had heard | 


regard to his health. 
Sir, | had the good fortune to become acquainted 
| with Mr. Ecmore ten or twelve years ago, when 
he was a member, and I may say a leading mem. 
ber of the House of Representatives. I had formed 
a very favorable opinion of his character as a mag 
of integrity and uprightness, of great respecta- 
| bility, and great talent. I regretted his departure 
from the councils of the nation, because a person 
| with his qualifications and with his habits of busi- 


|| ness grows every day more useful in our political 


His was the || circles, so long as he remains in the possession o, 


his faculties, and in the active performance of his 
duties. It happened to me, sir, some years after- 
wards, and not now many years since, to forma 
personal and more private acquaintance with the 
deceased. I had the pleasureot seeing him among 
| his own friends, of cultivating his acquain nce in 
the midst of those circles of social life in which he 
was regarded as a treasure and an ornament. | 
owe, sir, to him, whatever is due for kindness and 
hospitality, for generous welcome, and for an ex- 
the civilities and courtesies of life. 

I shall cherish his memory with sincere regard 
| as a valuable and able public man, and a genile- 
man entitled to high estimation in all the relations 
of life. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
| the close personal friendship subsisting between 
myself and the deceased constitutes at once a dis- 
qualification on my part for speaking of him, and 
an impelling p@wer which will not permit me to 
remain in silence. My acquaintance with him 
| commenced some twelve years ago; during a part 
| of that time [ have been on intimate terms with him, 
and may be permitted to express my concurrence 
in what has been said of him on this occasion. He 
has been truly portrayed as one in whose character 
was blended firmness and gentleness, wisdom and 
| modesty. These were his characteristics; and 
above all, directing and controlling all, there was 





to this office until his late nomination to the Sen- || 
ate. Such testimonials of merit, are higher and | 
more abiding than verbal eulogy. 


Shortly after Mr. Polk came into office, he ten- 


Yes, sir, the light of that eye is quenched, which || 
| [have so often seen kindled under the influence of || io whatever waa the task before him, which con- 
|| high and generousemotion. Those lipsare sealed, || stitutes one of the great elements of every public 
oS that tongue is mute, from which | have heard the || character, distinguished for virtue and public use- 
dered torColonel Ermore the most distinguished || words of wisdom, of eloquence, and truth. But | fulness, [t was this devotion wo duty in the sphere 
mission in his gift,.a mission to the Court of St. |' the loss is ours more than his. It is the loss of | alluded to by his colleague which no doubt shat- 
James. His own modest distrust of his qualifica- |! the country which he would have served so faith- | tered his constitution, and thus terminated his life. 
tions to equal public expectation, as well as his |, fully—of the family which mourns him so deeply. || On the bed from which he never rose, when wasted 
duties and obligauons at home, induced him to | Mr. President, into the sacred circle of that || by disease and racked by pain, that principle which 
decline the honor. Mr. Polk’s opinion had been || domestic grief, | do not venture to inteuade, These || caused him to devote head and heart to his duty 
formed of Mr. E:mone whilst they were members || are blows which none can heal but He who dealt |) still ruled supreme over physical suffering and ex- 
of Congress, and was a flattering tribute to his | them. But, sir, it is a satisfaction tw his friends || haustion. I saw him but a short time before his 
character. yi to know that he has left a name which will be || death. His first words to me then were those 

As a public man, Colonel E:more showed great || long cherished and respected, and an example | which pointed to the current business of the Sen- 
sagacity in his opinions of men. Whilst he was || whose light, living and raidiant above even the || ate, and to those interests of which he felt himself 
prudent in taking his course, he showed great || darkness of the tomb, will shed a guiding ray | to be more immediately the representative, and of 
upon those who may succeed him. which we know he was so true, so able, and so 
| Mr. YULEE. Mauch attached to him whose | faithful an advocate. The country loses much in 
| worth has just been faithfully told, [ ask to offer || losing such a citizen; the Senate loses much in 
1 a tribute to his memory. Gentle and benevolent, || losing such a member; his State loses much in 
generous and frank, affectionate and true, were || losing such a tative. But there isa deeper 
the emotions of his heart. A clear and well- |) grief, a greater a darker pall spread over his 


that stern devotion to duty, that single appliance 


tenacity of purpose, and exhibited uncommon per- | 
severonee in the attainment of contemplated ends. | 
His private relations presented his life in a view 
that his friends may well love to look upon. His 
habits were temperate, his deportment modest, 
and his disposition amizole. As a husband and 
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sacred gref from publiccontemplation, yet permits || next regular.election. The whole period of his | 
ys to offer our hearts’ best sympathy with the service in this body was three years. He was | 
mourners’ affliction. | here known and marked as the man of thought, 

| feel, Mr. President, that [ am utterly disquali- } and counsel, and action. He but seldom mingled 
fed for the purpose of justly describing his many || is debate, though he wasgifted with parliamentary | 
endearing and radical virtues; still more forthe set || powers. He was, however, destined to pass to a | 
phrase of formal eulogy. I shall not attempt either || different sphere. | 
one or the other. 1} will leave to other tongues and | In 1839 the Presidency of the Bank of the State | 
to other times whatever it may be becoming and || of South Carolina became vacant. This bank, | 
proper to say. I cordially second the resolutions || 
presented by the colleague of the deceased. } of the State, holds a responsible position relative 





* After a pause— _ to neighboring monetary institutions, The weight 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved that when |! of this responsibility had been increased by the | 


the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet to-morrow || general crash and derangement of 1837-8. Cir- 
atllo ’clock. 


| cumstances made it peculiarly necessary to place 
The motion was unanimously agreed to. 


/at its head_a man of deep and comprehensive 
The resolutions offered by Mr. Butter were || mind, capafle of discipline and system—of com- 
agreed to. 


|| plex combinations, and full of circumspection and 
“The VICE PRESIDENT appointed the follow- || forecast. Colonel Ecmore was the individual fixed 
ing gentlemen the committee under the resolutions: || upon. For upwards of ten years he continued at 
Messrs. Yuree, Cremens, Bancer, Jones, | tlre head of the institution, unceasing in assiduity, 
Corwin, and Norats. and indefatigable in labor. It was mainly during 
| 
| 


And the Senate then adjourned. | this period that he achieved his reputation as a | 
—— financier and commereialist. And if results were 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | not altogether as favorable as could have been de- 
Fripay, May 31, 1850. sired, the explanation, doubtless, will be found in 

The Journal was read and approved. 


|| the reflection that there are conditions which im- 
pose a limit upon possible success in all affairs, 
_ Mr. JONES. In pursuance of the understand- |, and no degree of human talent or effort is capable 
ing of the House on Wednesday morning that we || of transcending this limit. It is confidently be- 
would on yesterday adjourn to Monday, I now | lieved that the laborious career just referred to un- 
move that when the House adjourns to-day, it | dermined his constitution, disabling it to withstand 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. | the assaults of an accidental malady. He is be- 
The question being taken, the motion was agreed to. | lieved to have died of erysipelas. 
A pause of a few moments ensued. | It would hardly Seem appropriate to detail the 
DEATH OF MR. ELMORE. ee pooh er eee aoe 
. which he appeared amongst us as a Senator from 
A message was received from the Senate, by | his native State. I cannot, however, refrain from 
the hands of Asbury Dickins, Esq., their Secre- || temarking, how striking and impressive is the 
tary, informing the House of the decease of Hon. |) vt P 
| 
} 
| 


F. H. Ecmorg, a Senator from the State of South 
Carolina, and communicating the proceedings of 
the Senate with respect thereto. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. WOODWARD rose and addressed the 
House as foilows: 


| to take the post of his great predecessor, he should 


steps to the grave; as if drawn by some strong 
| affinity for the one who had gone before him; as 
|| though he had been beckoned still onward to a 
g . | happier state by the friendly spirit of a just man 

Mr. Speaker: It is not only expected but de- . ’ > > . 
sired by every one present that we should spend a || made perfect. I believe that Mr. Elmore’s voice 


few moments in enlivening our remembrance of ] was heard but once in the Senate, and that was, in 


the distinguished person whose much lamented | answering to his name when called by the Secre- 


: . 7 tary. 
and untimely death is the subject of the resolu- || . 
tions just received from the Senate. Not that || pete amet bae 4 cue Me et cme 


the solemnities about to be entered upon can add oan aegarer aie cotuhniibiammaeen 
anything to the reputation of the deceased, or in- || tionable good breeding, and’ the perfection of his 
crease the estimation in which he was and is to be social qualities, all conspired to bind his fellow- 
held by the country. _No eulogy of mine could | men to him; some by one law of human sympa- 
add to a fame from which aspersion could never thy, some by another 

be able to detract. I have not risen, therefore, to N y . 
| 
i 
} 
| 
} 








- rigid 3 Not unfrequently engaged in the honorable com- 
a pars % ~ eee done a. petitions of life, he was, of course, sometimes the 
sauce tall ut et pom abe Nee Gecancelied 4 object of those irritations of feeling which rivalries 
rise to discharge e'debt dué to'#00;+0 sittin vey: are apt to engender. These heartburnings, how- 
and the country—due to the proprieties growing | 
out of the relations under which we st to the 
deceased when living and the relations under which 
Screibh Bw wit bey Bia ecyree | (ct licence cumin, be Sa a 
should here, on this occasion, bear testimony to | emniaadead of aaiiiees tacadeat oo edie 
his uncommon intellectual endowments or his pure editacadh to be intetass ft did not meet with out 
- the deeb inaaeavii the tena || ficient resistance to give it the highest degree of 
public mind, will impart muc ter interest to note sears - — Rtas tiene 
an unadorned narrative of his life than any elabo- Ee een 
agers em crs eee Re a |l munity, whose sensibilities will not be touched by 

| hi ; 

1799, in the District of Laurens, State ‘of || ca 

uth Carolina. He was the second son of Gen. 
John Elmore, who served in the war of the Revo- 
lation, under Gen. Greene. He received his edu- || 
cation in his native State, and was graduated at the 
South Carolina College, in the year 1819. -In 1821 
he was admitted to the bar, and the year after was | 
elected by the Legislature Solicitor, or State’s At- 
torney, for the judicial circuit which included Co- | 
lumbia, the seat of government. The duties of this 
office he conti to discharge with ability and |) Carolina. 
distinction for fourteen years, having been succes- > That, as a testimony of respect for the memory 
sively reélected, at periods of four years. Fram of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 


7 will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 
this office he was, in December, 1 transferred Resolved, That the prozeedings of this Sie in adie 


change of ten minutes, or even a transitory greeting 


|| upon the street. And, strange as the verbal con- 











‘ken, I choose not’ to make any remarks. 
disconsolate heart shrinks from the gaze of the 
world, and what our eyes may not look-at, let our 

| lips forbear to mention. 

Mr. W., at the close of his remarks, submitted 
the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensibility 


the announcement of the death of the Hon. Pranxurw H. 
E.more, a Senator in Congress from the State of South 


to the House of Representatives of the United | to the death of the Hon, Franxuix H. Eimors, be com-— 


municated to the family of the deceased by the Clerk. 
Resotred, That this House will, as a body, forthwith 


» to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
| repair to the Senate Caamber, to attend the funeral of the 
deceased. 


nation of the Hon. James H. Hammond, subse+ 
quently a distinguished Governor of South Care. 


a 
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paienved family. The veil which exeludes that | lina. He was again chosen Representative at the | The sesdiations wens unapimously. adopted. 








i 
| the Senate Chamber, to attend the funeral pro» 


owning a large capital, and being the fiscal agent | 


thought, that, having been called so unexpectedly | 


also have been called so speedily to follow his foot- | 


ever, could scarcely ever survive a social inter- || 


| tradiction may seem, | speak with perfect sinceri- | 


ity; and th is no portio = || 
ny 1 ene oa || those Senators would be disappointed in not being 


|| present at the discussion of important subjects, | 


pon the nearer social ties that have been bro- } 
The | 


M07 


After a pause— 

The SPEAKER stated, that in compliance with 
the resolutions just adopted, the House would now 
proceed to the Senate Chamber. 

And thereupon, the members of the House, 
preceded by their Speaker and Clerk, repaired te 


ceedings. 

After having deposited the corpse in the Can- 
gressional burying-ground, the officers and mem- 
vera returned to the House. 

And then the House adjourned to Monday. 





IN SENATE. 
Farmar, May 31, 1850. 


The funeral services over the remains of the 
Hon. F. H. Eumore, Senator from the State of 
South Carolina, were performed this morning in 
the Senate Chamber, in the presence of the Preai- 
dent of the United States, and the Heads of De- 
partments, Senators, Members of the House of 
Representatives, members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
(among whom the young Sandwich Island Princes, 
in theie court dresges, were conspicuous,) United 
States Judges, ond others. 

Tae proceedings were under the superintendence 
of Messrs. Yuter, Davis of Mississippi, Bav- 
GER, Jones, Conwiy, and Norats, the commitiee 
of arrangements. 

The eorpse was removed from Mrs. Wells’s, on 
Capito! Hill, to the Senate Chamber, accompanied 
by the immediate friends of the deceased, the pall 
bearers, Messrs. Hunter, Dawson, Downs, 
Bricut, Davis of Massachusetts, and Unper- 
woop, the surviving Senator from the Suite of 
South Carolina, Mr. Burier, and the delegutes 
to the House of Representatives from the said 
State. 

The funeral services were performed by,the Rev. 
Mr. Guravery, Chaplain to the House of Represent- 
atives, in the absence of the Chaplain wo the 
Senate, who, after reading several portions of 
Scripture, and prayer, delivered an address on the 
text, ** Seeing then that all these things shali be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
inall holy conversation and godliness.’’—2d Pever, 
3d ch. Il v. 

The funeral cortége afterwards proceeded to the 
Congressional burial-ground in the prescribed pub- 
lished order, where the body for the present is de- 
posited, and then the members of the Senate re- 
turned to their Chamber. 


A RECESS—THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


On motion of Mr. MANGUM, it was ordered 
that when the Senate adjourns it adjourna to paeet 


| on Monday next. 


Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, | move thai 
when the Senate adjourns on Monday, it adjourn 
to meet on the Thursday following. 

Mr. KING. Is it in order to make such a me- 


tion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair supposes 
that it is. 
Mr. KING. I think it would be the better course 
not to make that motion now, but to make (t when 
we meet on Monday next. If it be adopted now, 
it will be in the power of the Senate to rescind it 
| on Monday. Many gentlemen, if this motion pre- 

vails, may go home under the impression that noth- 
| ing will be done within the time specified; but the 
Senate may on Monday rescind the order, avd 


merely throw out this suggestion fur the consider- 
ation of the Senator. 

Mr. DAYTON. I will risk that. 
the Senate would act so. 

Mr.CLAY. Mr. President, I hardly think that 
the motion of the Senator from New Jeracy is in 
|| order; and I musc add, that if it were in order I do 
not think it right. Itisa manifest and palpable 
evasion of the Constitution. We have already 
agreed to adjourn for three days, and this onder 
proposes that on the termination of those three 
days we shail adjourn for three more; and s0 we 
|| might go on ed infinitum, if such an order hug any 
obligatory force. 

But if this were in order, I am atterly opposed 
to it. After we have been six months in staston, 
|| itis proposed wo adjourn for a whoie week—for 
| that is the meaning of the proponition—‘or the 


i do not think 
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ee ee 


ee 


purpose of aking up we carpets now om the floor. : 
For one, { prefer these carpets to any others that | of progress, oritapassage. If the mptiombe made 


can*bepat down. {t is now proposed, when the 


grovsment of the bill, if it should reach that atate 


to postpone the consideration of the compromise 


public anxicty is at ‘the highest und most intense || bill till Thursday, 1 shall call for the yeas and 
pitch—-when the eye of every patriot and every | nays. 


friend of his coumry is intensely directed to this 


Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I rise simply to 


body—to adjourn for a week, atter a.six months’ | second what has been so ably said by the honor- 


seagion, m order to take up these carpets. 
agaih, that even if it were in our power todo such 
a thing, it is not wight that we should do it. 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, it seems tome 


when we meet on Monday next we adjourn till 
Thursday, it would be the same thing as is now 
proposed, 1 believe that this thing has been re- 
peatedly done by both Houses. it has been cus- 
tomary to do something of the Kind at this season 
of the year. [do not see that we are-so disiress- 
-ingly preased for two or three-days with regard to 
Cabfornia and these other matters as to prevent us 
taking the course which has been taken every 
surnmer at the long session for the last eight years. 
lc is always customary to fit up the Chamber for 
the summer'session. «it is now being done at the 
o her end of the Capitol, and | suppose that the 
members there are as strongly disposed to do their 
duty as the members here. If 1 be done, there 
are some fewiof us who live near who will have 
an.opportunity of spending a few days with our 
families. Ihave made the proposition with that 
view, and I hope it will be acquiesced in. 

Mr. KING: Mr. President, | really think that 
the course proposed by the Senator from New 
Jersey is not only unusual, but is extremely im- 
proper. If when we have agreed to adjourn until 
Monday weagree to adjourn unul ‘Thursday, it 


amounts substantially to adjourning for more than, 


three days. If this motion prevaii, and any great 
number of Senators go home for afew days in con- 
sequence, we may find ourselves without a quorum 
om Monday next. 1 think that the course pro- 
posed isaltogether unusual. I have never known 
such a thing done before since | have been a mem- 
ber of Congress. And | must say that the oldest 
member of either this body or the other House, 
has never known such a thing to be done unul 
Wednesday last, when the House of Representa- 
tives adjourned until eight o’clock the next morn- 
ing for the purpose of then adjourning until Mon- 
day. Ithink we ought to adhere to the usual 
course. When we meet on Monday let the proposi- 
tron be made to adjourn for three days, in order to 


seems to me that the motion is entirely uncalied 
for. Lam notatall dissatisfied with these carpets. 


They will not be uncomfortable for some time to | 
When the weather becomes warm, wean | 


come. 
have the carpets taken up and the Chamber 


cleansed, if we are to remain here during the sum- | 
I hope we will | 


mer, which 1] hope we will not do. 
try to get through with the business before us and 
fix an early day of adjournment, with the under- 


standing that we shall come back earlier than our | 
ip that way we can | 


constitutional duty requires, 
be relieved from the unpleasantness of sitting in 
the months of August and September. If we do 


sit during those months, if weare to be confined | 
hamiber then, bailly ventilated as it is, | | 


to this 
venture to say that, whether wetake up the carpets 


or not, the health of many of us will be suffering. | 


Although this proposition of the Senator from New 


Jersey may strictly speaking be’ in order, and | | 


do not mean to say that it is not, it is altogether 
unusual, and to my mind-approaches very near to 
being out of order. 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, as there seems 
to be some doubt as to the constitutionality of the 
measure | have proposed, I will withdraw it, if 


the Senate will permit me to take up the compro- | 


mise bill for the purpose of ning its consid- 
eration until Tharsday wok: Twit therefore, 
withdraw my proposition, and move to take up 
the compromise bill reported from the committee 
of thirteen. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, | can only ex+ 
press the hope that we will not postpone the meas- 
ure until the time indicated. I hope that we shall 
go to work on Monday and come to a vote on the 
amendments which have been proposed, and make 
some progress with the bill. [ have no idea that 
any finat ion will be taken in the course of 
the ensuing week. So far as my voice goes, | can 
assure the from New Jersey that | would 
not propose any final question, as the’en- 


i say || 


i 


able Senator from Kentucky. So far as | have 
beet’ able to observe the indications of public sen- 


|| timent throughout the United States, the undivided 
| pablic sentiment of the country demands imme- 
that this is no evasion of the Constitution. If || diate‘action on the subjects of agitation now un- 


| 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
! 
} 
i 
| 


} 
j 
| 


} 
| 
| 
i 
i 
| 





| 
| 


take up the-carpeis, if it be deemed necessary. It | 


| 
| 


| 


committee of thirteen. 


fortunately distracting the country. 1 am opposed 
to any delay on the subject. I ‘shall, therefore, 
vole against the proposition to postpone the con- 
sideration of the bill of adjustment uatil Thursday 


next, 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I“ should. be 
sorry to resist any proposition, if by such resist- 
ance | should subject the honorable Senator from 
New Jersey, or any other Senator, to the least in- 
convenience. But | am not willing, for one, to 
consent to the pestponement of this subject, I de- 
sire, for one, to act on it, and to come toa decision 
on it as early as’ possible. 1 concur in every word 
that has been said: by the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky. 1 think we ought to act definitely. I 
was among the number of those who early doubted 
the propriety of uniting the admission of California 
with the other measures proposed to be settled in 
the compromise bill, being decidedly friendly to 
the early admission of California, But, for the 
purpose of making an attempt to settle all the sub- 
jects of agitation, | have supported the plan of the 
With that view, I shall 
oppose the postponement of this question. 

The motion to take up the compromise bill was 
agreed to. 

And the Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill providing for 
the admission of California ino the Union. as a 
State, the establishment of territorial governments 
for Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals 
to Texas for the settlement of her northern and 
western boundary. 

Mr. DAYLON. I now move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until Thursday, 

Mr. CLAY. On that motion, | ask the yeas 
and muiys. 

‘I'he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I have not the 
slightest idea of delaying action on the bill before 
us. Lam ready to come to a vote upon it as.soon 
as any other member of the Senate. But, looking 
at things as they are, Ido not think that anything 
can be done before Wednesday or Thursday. Our 
Chamber has been cleared of our desks and tables, 
with a view of facilitating arrangements for our 
summer session. Looking at things as they are, 
and looking at the convenience of members, J 
think we had better not impose upon our officers 
the necessity of taking out and bringing in our 
desks again, While they are out, the carpets.can 
be taken up, and. the Chamber fiued for the sum- 
mer. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I understeod the 
honorable Senator from New Jersey to say that 
the Chamber had been put into its present condition 
with a view to an adjournment for the purpose of 
preparing the hall for the summer session. IL, be- 
lieve that no special order has been adopted for 
that purpose. | think that the honorable Senator 
must be mistaken in his supposition. There 
must have been some other reason than that stated 
by him why our desks have been taken out. lt 
is evident to me that the order of the Chamber as 
it existed yesterday can be restored in two hours. 
Matters, therefore, have not reached the fatal ex+ 
tent'supposed by the Senator from New Jersey. 
I think we had better have the Chamber restored 
to its usual order, and go on with the legislation 
of the country. Three or four days would. doa 
great deal towards bringing this bill towards 
maturity, 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, [ believe 
there was an understanding among a number of 
Senators that there should be an adjournment 
from Monday until Thursday next; but no Sen- 
ator has left the city of Washington under that 
understanding. Feeling, therefore, thata few days 
would greatly accelerate our business, | shull vote 
against the proposition to postpone, The case 
would be entirely different, however, if any Setia- 
tor had left the city under that endevetandieaiy 
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The question being taken by yeas and ne 
the motion to postpone the feria consideration 
of the bill until Thursday next, it. resulted 
follows: = 

YEAS—Messers. Atch win, rT, 

Corwin, Davis of nate Davie of Micra 
wn, Hale, Hamlin, Morton, Seward, Sinith, Uphain, Wale, 

NAYS—Messro. Beli, Benton, Berrien, Bradbury Brigte, 
Frere, Hamed, Jones, Kiser Mitcgen, ta ati oem 
Windies er ne Palaide, ong 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. TI perceive, from the remarks 
which have been-made, that we are very soon to 
have an adjournment for the purpose of taking y 
the carpets. I, therefore, move that the officers 
‘be directed to take up the carpets now, and pre. 
pare the Chamber for the summer between this 
time and Monday. ' 

Mr. DICKINSON. It is not in order. 

Mr. KING. I havea motion which [ cannot 
submit until the one offered by the gentleman from 
lowa be disposed of. 

Mr. JONES. | will then withdraw my motion, 

Mr. KING. TI objected the other day to the 
third reading of a bill because it had not been ep. 
grossed; butas it has now been engrossed, | move 
to take up for its third reading the’bill establishing 
a branch mint in the city of New York, 

Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, the com. 
promise bill is now before the Senate, I believe, 
and no disposition has been made of it; conse. 
quently the motion of the Senator from Alabama 
is out of order. 

-The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Missouri is right. The bill to which he refers 
has not been disposed of. 

Mr. ATCHISON: While up I woald take oc. 
casion to say that, for the last two or three days, | 
have been consulting, not with ** leading members 
of the-Senate,’’ but with “the rank and file,”’ and 
the general understanding has been, so far as my 
consultations have gone—I do not mean that it has 
been the understanding of the Senate, though | 
think there will be a majority for it on Monday— 
that we should adjourn from next Mon‘lay until 
Thursday, and then from Thurday unul Monday, 
so as to give usa week to have the carpets taken 
up and the Chamber fixed up in summer style. [ 
will vote for such a. proposition, and such, until 
the vote was taken a few moments ago, | thought 


| was the general understanding of the Senate. [ 


give notice now that | will on Monday move that 
we adjourn until Thursday, and that when we ad- 
journ on Thursday, weadjourn until the Monday 
following. 

I see no great necessity for presenting this bill 
now. Indeed | believe it to be impolitic to press it 
now. And I wish it to be distinctly understood, 
that if my vote can prevent it, the bill will not be 
considered on Monday, nor on Thursday next, 
nor until the Monday following. 1 have seen or 
heard nothing that convinces me that there is any 
necessity for immediate action on the subject, and 
I have an opinion of my. own that it had beter be 
postponed. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to move that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until Mon- 
day next at one o’clock, While up, 1 would say 
to the Senator from Missouri that, as he well 
knows, I am in favor of early. action on this bill. 
He thinks there is no necessity for immediate 
action. However, I shall not discuss that now. 
It can be discussed on Monday, when the bill 
comes up. 

Mr. HALE. [think that the sensible and ju- 
dicious: remarks of the Senator from Missouri 

Mr. Arcuison] will operate upon the minds of 

nators. Icontess they have operated upon mine. 

| therefore move to amend the motion of the Sena- 

tor frou Kerituelsy, by inserting ‘* Monday week” 
instead of ** Monday next.” 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that the whole matter 
lie on the table for the present. 

The mocion was agreed to. 

BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 

Mr. KING. I miove that the’Senate proceed to 
the considération of the bill establishing a branch 
mint in thecity of New York, The bill has been 
ordered to be e » Tt only remains, there 
fore, to beread a third’ time and paased. ’ 

Mt. DAWSON. Mr. President, we have just 
had a’vote' taken w ows that there are only 
thirty-five m - Feubmit, therefore, 
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whether it would be right to take up a matter of 
such importance at this time. 

Mr. KING. Mr. ‘President, 1 voted, as the 
Senator knows, against the engrossment of this 
pill. But it was carrigs by a majority of some | 
fourteen or fifteen votes. The sense of the Senate 











has been therefore fairly expressed upon the sub- 
‘ect, And there is very little probability that : 
any gentleman will change his opinion. I voted |) 
against the engrossment of this bill, and 1 object- 
ed to its third reading, after shat had*been or- | 
dered, because it had not then been engrossed. It |, 
is now engrossed, and I see no impropriety in let- || 
ting it go to the House of Representatives. {| 
Mr. DICKINSON. I hope that a time will | 
come when opposition to this measure will cease. || 
We have had full discussions upon the subject. || 
We had.a test vote upon it the other day by yeas || 


and nays, when the Senate was unusually full. |, 
It has been lost once or twice for want of time; || 
and there are.gentiemen in the other House who 
are very anxious that itshould come to their body. 
| hope, therefore, that the friends of the bill will 
take it up and pass it, 
Mr. DAWSON. Here is the objection. A || 
motion was made the other day that this bill || 
should be read « third time, but it was objected to 
by one of the leading members of the Senate, on 
the ground that time was wanted for its consider- || 
' 


allon. 
Mr. DICKINSON. Oh, no; its third reading | 
was objected to merely because it was not en- || 


grossed. 

Mr. DAWSON. It was wbijected to, at any || 
rate. Weare not now ina position to pass im- | 
portant bills. There.are but thirty-four or thirty- 
five out of sixty members present. And I think 
it would not be fair to take up and pass, at such a || 
time, such an important measure as this, which 
appropriates something like six hundred thousand 
dollars now for an establishment which will cost 
fifty or sixty thousand dollars a year. We did 
not come here at this time to act finally on. an 
measure; and if the yeas and nays were called, 
think it would be found that this bill would not 
eng & majority of the whole number of the 

nate. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I must confess that this is 
rather an irregular mode of proceeding. But 1 
do not know that any member of the Senate 
wishes to discuss the question. There has beena 
full expression of opinion on the subject. If no 
Senator desires to be heard on the subject, I do 
“ pues any objection to the third reading of 
the bill, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I voted against || 
the engrossment of this bill, for one reason. I || 
cannot see the necessity for a mint.at places so || 
near to each other as New York and Philadelphia. 
We have had a very fair expression of opinion || 
upon the subject; and I rise to express the hope 
that, although I am opposed to the bill, it may not 
longer be delayed. 

Mr. DAWSON. Of course, I do not desire to 
discuss the subject farther, but I cannot tell what 
others may desire. There are twenty-five mem- 
bers absent, and I think it would be unfair to 
them to take up the bill and pass it in their ab- 
te 











nee. 
Pe motion to take up the bill was then agreed 


The bill entitled **An act to establish a branch of 
the Mint of the United States in the city of New 
York, and a branch mint and an assayer’s office 
tt San Francisco, in Cal fornia,” was then read a 
third time and passed. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. BUTLER submited the following resolu- |, 


tions, which were considered by unarimous con- 
sent, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Vice President be to com- 
Muvieate to the Executive of the ‘State of Carolina, 
information of the death of the Hon. FranxiuwH. E.wore, 


late a Senator from State. 
Resolved, 'I'hat the of the Senate be directed to 
race ot on Somanaes to Mrs. Harri, t C. Elmore, 


Jate Franxtin H. Ecmore, whatever sum may 
be due his estate for perdiem and mileage. 

Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


egreed to: Pe 

serenely of Arrangements be au- 
borzed aa ; I Buwone tothe place of 
On motien, the Senate then adjourned. 


| was referred to the Committee of Waysand Means. 


| a suspension of the rules, to enable him to intro- 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Monpay, June 3, 1859. i 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. | 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. i 


Mr. PEASLEE asked the unanimous consent | 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which, he said, 
previous notice had been given. His object was 
that the bill should be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, 

The reading of che title of the bill was called for, 
and it was read for information, as “‘ a bill author- 
izing the payment of interest to the State of New 
Hampshire.” 

No objection having been made, 

The bill was introduced, and read a second time || 
by its title; and, on motion of Mr. PEASLEE, it | 


The SPEAKER said, that the business first in | 
order was the motion heretofore made by the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck,} on Monday || 
last, that the rules be suspended for the purpose of | 
enabling him to’submit a motion. (| 

[The motion referred to related to the adjourn- /| 


ment of the House to a certain time, now expired. ] 


tt 
| 
} 
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Mr. SCHENOK now repeated his»request thet 
the 79th rule might be read for the information of 


_ the House. 


The SPEAKER sai, the rule might be read by 
unanimous consent. 

Objection was mate. 

Mr. SCHENOK. Very well, then, 1 will ask 


|| every gentleman to read the rule for himself. 


The 79th rule is in the following words : 
* Ttehatlalso be the duty of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, within thitty days after their appointment, at every 


| session of Congress, commencing on the first, Monday of 
| December, to report the general appropriation bills tor tha 
| Civil aud diplomatic expenses of Government, fer the ariny, 


fer the navy, and for the Indian Department, and Indiwni 


| annuities; or, in failure thereof, the reasons of such tail- 


ure.’*—[ Seplember 14, 1837,] 
Mr. BAYLY. 1 appeal to the House for its 


unanimous. copsent to enable me to make a state- 
ment. It is due to myself that the statement 
should he made, 

Mr. STANLY suggested that the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Barty] could make bis state- 
ment after the resolution should be before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether objection 


Mr. SCHENCK withdrew the motion to suse | was made to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
| 


pend the rules. , 
THE APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. SCHENCK thenasked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer a resolution, giving 
notice that, if objection was made, he should move 


duce it. 
The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolve’, That, inasmuch .as the Committee of Ways | 
and Means of this House has not yet reported the annual | 
appropriation bill, providing for the civil and diplomatic | 
expenses of the Government, for the next fiscal year which || 
will begin after the thirtiethday of the present month, but has 
neglected ano failed to present the same for more than four | 
months beyona the time when, by the practice and rule of | 


the House, the came should have been reported, the said || 
commitiee be now instructed and directed to report the | 


suid bill, and sueh other general appropriation bills as have 
not yet been browht in at this session, withoutturther de. | 
lay. 
The resolution having been read, _ 
Objection was made to its introduction, 
Mr. SCHENCK moved that the rules of the || 
House be suspended to enable him to offer the res- | 
olation. 
Mr. BAYLY addressed the Speaker and was | 
recognized—but 
The SPEAKER gaid, no debate is in order on the 
motion to suspend the rules. The question is on 
that motion. 
The reading of the resolution was again called | 
for. 
The resolution having been again read, | 
Mr. McMULLEN rose, he said, to make an | 





inquiry of the gentieman from Ohio (Mr. Scuenck) |, 


who had offered the resolution. 
The SPEAKER. No debate is now in order. 
Mr. McMULLEN. It is merely an inquiry, 
The SPEAKER. No inquiries are now in or- | 


der. 
Mr. McCMULLEN. Then I will put the ques- | 
tion to the Chair. I desire to be informed at | 
| what time it has usual heretufore for the | 
| Committee of Ways.and Means to report these | 
bills ? 
| Mr. SCHENCK, supposing Mr. MeMutten | 
| asked when the rule required the committee to re- 
port, within thirty days after the appointment of | 
the committee. ~ 
| Mr. BAYLY was understood to say, I dispute | 
| the correctness of that statement. 
Mr. ASHMUN asked the yeas and nays on | 
the motion to. nd the rules ° 
Mr. SCHENCK. ‘I ask thet the rule requiring | 
these bills to be re within a certain time | 
may be read for the information of the House. 
Mr. CROWELL inquired of the Speaker, 
whether a motion for a call of the House would 
be now in order? 
The SPEAKER 


ied in the affirmative. 


Bayty] making an explanation? 
Mr. WENTWORTH. rose and objected. 
Mr. PRESTON KING desired to be informed 


| by the Speaker whether the resolution would not 
| be debatable if the rules should. be suspended ? 


Mr. STANLY. Yes; if the rules are sua- 
pended. 

The SPEAKER said (replying to Mr. Kive) 
that the resolution, if received, would be open to 


|| debate. 


The question was then again stated to be on 
the motion to suspend the rules for the purpose vf 
receiving the resolution. 

Mr. INGE atated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Fowrer, and should therefore decline to 
vote. 

Mr. WALDO said that he had psired off with 
his colleague, (Mr. Burren, of Connecticut,} and 
should therefore decline to vote. 

And the question, “Shall the rules be sus- 
pended?”’ having been taken, the result was de- 
clared as follows—yens 5], nays 69: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Andrewer, Ashmun, Baker, Ben- 
nett, Breck, ‘Briggs, Burrows, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. 
Caldwell. Campbell, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Doty Dunean, 
Fieediey, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Halloway, Hamp- 
tou, Haymond, Henry, Howe, Homter, William ‘I’. Jackson, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston 
King, Job Mann, Nelson, Otis, Pitman, Putnam, Bishny, 
Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Tay- 
lor, Johu B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underdill, Vae 
Deke, White, and Winathrop—Sl. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Beate, Ba 
ham. Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Buwdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Al- 
bes: G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A, 
Caldwell, Cartter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcues, Le- 
berry, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Green, Haralson, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hoagla d, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, .Jpseph-W. 
| Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Jolson, Kautinas, 

Leffler, Marshall, McClernand, Finis FE. Me Lean, MéMal- 


|| len, McQueen, McWillie, Miller, Morris, Outiaw, Oven, 


Parker, Peasiee, Phelps, Potter, Powel!, Robinson, Savage, 
| Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richara H. Stanton, Stetawn, 
| William Thompson, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Went 
| worth, William, and Wood—69. 

__ So the rules were not suspended, and the reuo- 
lution was not received. 


CALIFORNIA. 


| Mr. McCLBERNAND rose and (being reeng- 
| nized by the Chair) proceeded to say a few wortis, 
_ of which, from his position, searcely the purport 
| even could be heard bythe reporter. Mr. M’C., 
| however, seemed to be referring to the fact that 
| the debate on the California question had been 
| limited to Tuesday of next week—to intimate 
| that many mefbers were anxious to be heard— 
and, therefore, to suggest that the intervening time 
| between this day and Tuesday next, should be de- 


|| voted to the exclusive consideration of that oub- 
|| ject in the Committee of the Whole on the state 


| of the Union. . 
The suggestion seeming to meet with general 


} 


replied ———e 
Mr. CROWELL moved that there be a call of | r. MeCLERNAND moved that the House 
the House; and the question, *‘Shall there be a call resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
i} 


of the House?”” was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

Soa cal of feate orecctonet, ee 

recu on ordering e 

nays op ‘he moti the rules. 

ea 





state of the Union. : } 
The question having been teken and decided in 
\| the affirmatjve without a division, 
The House resolved itself into Committee-of the 





JKentacky, in the chair) and the coustder- 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Born, of 
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1110, 
ation of the special message of the President of the 


Uniced States, relating to the admission of Cali- | 


fornia as a State into the Union. 


* Mr. BOCOCK was entitled to the floor, and ad- || 
dressed the committee during the allotted hour, (in | nost i 
|| umphs ever achieved by the Abolitionists. This 


rernarks which will be published in the Appendix.) 

He avowed himself to be opposed to the admis- 
sion of California as a State, without some equiv- 
alent given. 
bill as being such an equivalent. 
objections to every item of it. 


He had serious 


that bill, he should pay respect to it; and then 
would be the time to decide whether he should obey 
that voice, or seek in 
science which he coul 
alate his own convictions of duty and of right. 

Mr. B. having concluded, the Chairman gave 
the foorto Mr. Crowe , of Ohio. 

COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 


The CHAIRMAN (before Mr. C. proceeded || 


i . . ¢ th | . 
RS oes seers) cee Wieiale coneetapoce (tise | Union, of which so much had been heard in both 


absence of one of the memvers of the Committee 


on Enrolled Bills, the business of that committee | 
was suspended, And the Chairman suggested that | 


the committee should rise, in order that the House || 0 ite 
|| terests, and whose destiny, were firmly and indis- 


might take action upon the subject, 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of || to exteibe contain AUN, showing ‘ie great af 
the Union then rose informally, by general acqui- || tes Ahm ’ 5 Y 
ee ere ¥o.°Y & 1 || vance which had been made by the free States in 

| comparison with others which were encumbered 


|| with slave property. He denied the existence of 


escence, and— 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, it was ordered that 
the Speaker appoint another member on the said 
committee. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The CHAIRMAN then resumed the Chair in 
Grmereeen of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. 


Mr. CROWELL proceeded with his remarks. 


and her free constitution. He then passed on toa 


notice of some of the propositions which had been || 
asserted and maintained on the subject of slavery, | 


expressing his dissent from them and his abhor- 
rence of their tendency; and entered his earnest 
protest against the audacious novelties thus advo- 
vated. [The speech will be published in the Ap- 
pendix.] 

BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 

Whilst Mr. Crowe t was addressing the com- 
mittee— 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair informally, 
for the purpose of receiving a message from the 
Senate by A 
the House that the Senate had passed an act to ¢s- 
tablish a branch of the mint of the United States 


in the city of New York, and a branch mint and | 


an assayer’s office at San Francisco, in California. 

The CHAIRMAN then resumed the chair in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. CROWELL having concluded his re- | 
marks— 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to 

Mr. COLCOCK, who addressed the committee, 
i remarks of which a report will be giver here- 


after. After expressing the little hope which he 
entertained that the great controversy now agita- 


ting the country could be settled, and adverting to | 


He did not regard the compromise | 


. Dicxins, Esq., Secretary, informing | 


yee life the peace of con- || 
not enjoy if he were to vi- | 





| 
| 





' 





| 
| 
} 
| 





| in fact and in performance. 
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he characterized as one of the most signal tri- 


he argued, it gave only in promise; everything 
which it proposed to give to the North, it gave 
The proposed avoli- 
tion of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, 


was no time for the South to make concessions. 
A compromise, to be effectual, must be something 
designed not merely to patch up a present peace, 


| to secure a temporary truce, but something which 
When the voice of || 
his constituents should call upon him to vote for || r ’ 

|| just, and an equal eee of all the questions | 
| in controversy would effect that object. 


will give final and complete repose to the whole 
body politic. Nothing less than a universal, a 


Mr. C. having concluded— 
Mr. SILVESTER obtained the floor, but yield- 


| ed for a motion that the committee rise. 


The committee (a few members only being in 


| their seats) refused to rise. 


Mr. SILVESTER then proceeded to address 
the committee. At the outset of his remarks he 
adverted to the threatened dissolution of the 


Houses of Congress, arguing that the threat met 


| no responsive echo in the hearts of the great 


masses of the people, whose hopes, whose in- 


solubly wedded to the Union. He then proceeded 


any desire on the part of the North to commit 


| aggressions upon the rights, or offer an insult to 
| the feelings of the South. 


No desire existed to | 


interfere with slavery in those States where it 
was now recognized. ‘The whole object was, that 


| territory which was heretofore free, should remain 





: ; ; | s0—that slavery should not go where freedo 
The first portion of them consisted of an argument || y “ a 


in favor of the admission of California as a State | 
into the Union, unembarrassed by any other sub- | 
ject of legislation—with her present boundaries || 


now is and supplant it. He declared himself to 
be in favor of the admission of California as a 
State, and argued that every fair and reasonable 
presumption was hostile to the idea that any un- 
due interference had taken place in relation to her. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. S. gave way to 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, who said that, having 
striven for the last two months to get the floor, and 
having been unsuccessful, by the permission of 
his honorable friend from New York, he had con- 
cluded to give notice tothe empty benches around 
him, and the few members who were present, that 


| he wished them to consider his speech as delivered, 
|| and he would furnish it to them in print, hereafter. 


He would very much like to make an hour’s 


| speech, but there were so many members desirous 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of speaking, he would abandon his efforts to obtain 
the floor, and not detain the committee. 

Mr. SILVESTER having concluded, 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who (not 
desiring, he said, to speak to-night) yielded to a 
motion that the committee rise. 

After a little fun, growing out of the empty 
state of the benches to which the motion was 
put— 

The CHAIRMAN pro tem, (Mr. Cartrrer) de- 
clared that a majority were-in favor of rising, 

So the committee rose and reported. 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following peutions, memorials, &c., were 


the increasing difficulties by which the country | presented under the rule,and referred to the appro- 
was surrounded, he proceeded to argue that, from | priate committees : 


the commencement down to the present time, every 
step which had been taken in relation to California 
had been a series of usurpations not sanctioned by 
jaw, unwarranted by the Constitution, and unsus- 
tained by precedent. He traced, seriatim, the meas- 
ures which had been adopted to place California in 


} 


\ 
} 


the position in which she now stood, commenting || 


especially upon the obscurity which seemed to | 


rest on the origin of those measures, and declaring 
that there was no evidence that the late Adminis- 
tration had done anything to induce the 
California to take the initiative toward the forma- 
tion of a State constitution and government. The 
greater portion of the allotted hour wus directed to 
this branch of the subject. Passing over other 
topics to which he had not time to allade, Mr. C. 
then briefly noticed the compromise bill, expressing 
his objections to it, and his conviction of its in- 
adequacy to accomplish the end in view. 
Everything which it proposed to give to the South, 


; 


| 


| 


i 


people of || 


; 
’ 
| 


Fe 


| 
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By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of John Raush and 43 
other cuizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking 
Congress to change the “ manner of levying duties ”’ on for- 
eign iron, so as vo afford protection tu the American manu- 
facwurers. 

Also, the petition 6f William Zimmerman and 45 other 
citizens of Schuyikill county, Pennsylvania, asking Con- 
greas to change the “ manner of levying duties” on foreign 
iron, 80 a8 to afford protection to the American manufac- 
turers. 

Also, the petition of Thomas H. Fishburn and other eiti- 
zenusot Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, asking C to 
fix the value of the so-called “levies ” and “ fips” at ten 
and five cents respectively, 

Also, the petition of Charles Wilkias and 67 other citizens 
of Pennsylvania, in faver of cheap age. 
Also, the petition of J. Brause and 79 other citizens of 
ebanof county, Pennsylvania, in favor of cheap ae 
By Mr PARKER: The petition of 92 citizens of Virginia. 
asking that the military system now in force at the national 
armories may be abolished, and that said armories may be 
placed under the charge of civil superintendents. the 
petition of 23 other citizens of Virginia to the same 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: The petition of Thonias Grisham, 

Cherokee county, in the State of Tiexas, praying fora pen- 


June 3, 
sion on account of 


injuries received i 
Great Britain. is etved im. the last war wi, 


By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Wittia 
bury and 40 other legal voters of Wiscasset and vieinity, j 
the State of Maine, asking that arbitration, ora Congres, et 
By Mr. ANDERS. Ne Re@lutions of 

fr. Ie Re ns the Legi 
7 Biante of aby aes el Pe Bislature of 
st. Against disunion, in favor of the Constituti 
the United States, aud the perpewity of the anion of we 
Mod. in favor of th propriation of 
. In favor of the ap ation of public land & 

eonstraction of a railroad from some central joules Ms 
Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean, and repealing the 
resolutions heretofore adopted in favor of Asa Whitney, 
plen for sueh a  celtraned, sie a y 

3d. In favor of the establishment of an agricultura 
in che Department of the Interior. m I bureau 

4th. In favor of the location and erection of a Uniteg 
States Marine Hospital at Memphis, in the State of Tey. 
nessee. 

Also, the memorial of Dr. Frank A. Ramsey and 28 others 
citizens and physicians of Knoxville, Tennessee, in behaiy 
of the medical officers of the Navy of the United Stas, 

Also, the memorial of Drs. B. B. Lenoir and W. s. Bell 
of Tennessee, on the same enbject. ’ 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Edgar A. Hazen, Jotn 
Franklin and others, for a post-route from Kingston to 
Montello, in Marquette county. 

Also, the petition of Lewis Wasburn, of Waukesha 
county, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of certain Oneida Indians, for grants of 
and for military services rendered the United States during 
he war of 1812. 


m H, Pills. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, June 3, 1850. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting to the Senate a cop 
of a dispatch from the Minister of the United 
States at Londca, accompanied by a memorial and 
other documents addressed to Congress by Count 
de Bronno Bronski, relative to an improved breed 
of silk-worms, which the memorialist desires to 
have introduced into this country; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

A messayve was received froin the President of 
the United States, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, transmitting reports from the several 
heads of the departments, containing all the intorm- 
ation in possession of the Executive relative to 
the subject, and stating that no information has 
been received establishing the existence of any 
revolutionary movement in the Island of Cuba, or 
among the inhabitants.of thatisland. The corre- 
spondence discloses the fact that repeated attempts 
have been made, under the direction of foreigners 
enjoying the hospitality of this country, to get up 
armed expeditions in the United States for the pur- 
pose of invading Cuba, and showing that the Gov- 
ernment has been faithful in the discharge of its 
treaty obligations with Spain, and in the execution 
of the acts of Congress; which was read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of Al- 
fred G. Benson, asking that he may be authorized 
by law to enter into contract with the United Siates 
for transporting the mails and mail agents of the 
Government between San Francisco, in California, 
and China; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented representations of the 

rand jury of the District of Columbia, setting 
forth the necessity of providing for an additional 
term and suitable accommodaiions for holding the 
sessions of the criminal court of the District; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


clary. 

Mr. BRADBURY submitted additional docu- 
ments relating to the petition of the widow of 
James Wright; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Dale county, Alabama, asking the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Newton, in that 
State, to Camelton, in Fiorida; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Plattsburg, in the State of New York, 
asking such an alteration of the tariff as would 
promote the dignity of labor; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. ; 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial of the 
Mayor and City Council of St. Louis, asking the 
enactment of a law regulating the transportation 
of emigrant passengers on board of steamboals 
navigating the Mississippi river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
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1850. 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, a few years ago 
_four years ago, | think—a law was passed — 
the subject to which the memorial refers. That 
law, however, only related to vessels plying be- 
tween ports of the United States and foreign 

rts, The great object of that law was to se- 
cure the safety of the eities at which such vessels 
might touch. ‘The object was to prevent a great 
number of emigrants from being crowded into a 
a vessel, where, from insufficient room, diseases 
would be engendered, fatal not only to themselves, 
but to the inhabitants of places at which sach ves- 
sel might stop. That law applied only to vessels 
coming from foreign ports to our ports, such as 
New Orleans. But it very frequently happens 
that a whole ship load—and a very large ship load 
_of emigrants are crowded on board one of our 
western steamboats, without any regard to their 
convenience or health, where, if they have disease 
among them, it will be aggravated, but if none it 
will be engendered. And when an explosion of a 
boiler, or some such accident takes place, a whole 
ship load of human beings are launched into eter- 
nity. These evils require some remedy. 

Neither my colleague nor myself are members 
of the committee to which this memorial has been 
referred. [| have therefore made these few re- 
marks for the purpose of calling the attention of 
that committee to the subject. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of B. 
Corwin, asking that an appropriation may be 
made for improving the road between Independ- 
ence, Missouri, and Fort Hall, in the Rocky 
Mountains; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Charles 
H. Buxenstein, a pensioner of the United States, 
asking an increase of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition from Wm. A. 
Disney and twenty-seven others, citizens of Knox 
county, Ohio. Also, from Daniel P. Cilley, and 
twelve otHers, citizens of Hillsboro’, New Hamp- 
shire. Also, from James P. Snell and twenty-one 
other citizens of Montgomery county, New York. 
Also, from Joseph Keith and eighty-seven other 
citizens of Cumberland county, Maine. Also, 
from Sylvester Smith and sixty-one other citizens 
of Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania. Also, 
fron John Grimes and fifty-four other citizens of 
Morris county, New Jersey. Also, from Edward 
J. Collins and eighty-three other citizens of New 
Haven county, Connecticut. Also, from William 
Jefis and one hundred other citizens of Ashby, 
Massachusetts, Also, from Thomas York and 
ninety other citizens of Salem, New Hampshire. 
Also, from Benjamin Hawkins. and one hundred 
and four other citizens of South Reading, Massa- 
chusetts; all asking that slavery may be expressly 
prohibited in the territories of the United States, 
and all of which were ordered to lie on the table. 


FREE-SOIL SENTIMENTS IN NEW YORK. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I have been 
requested to present to the Senate the proceedings 
of a meeting of the inhsbitants of Syracuse, in 
the State of New York, containing an expression 
of their sentiments upon questions which are now 
engaging the consideration of Congress. I com- 
ply very cheerfully with that request. The meet- 
ing was convened upon a call signed by six hun- 
dred citizens. It was very largely attended, and 
all partisan feelings seem to have So laid aside 
in its deliberations. The Mayor of the city of 
b peer presided, supported by several officers, 
all of whom are known to me as persons of 
intelligence and eminent respectability. The opin- 
lons of the meeting are expressed in a series of 
resolutions, the substance of which | will state 
a briefly. 

_The first resolution condemns the loss of time in 
the action of Congress, which the meeting con- 
siders as having resulted from the efforts of the 
slaveholders in the South to give unreasonable and 
unjust preponderance to the interests of their local 
institutions, 

_ The second resolution declares that, in the opin- 
ton of the meeting, and, as they believe, in ac- 
cordance with the universal and unanimous senti- 
ment of New York, California is entitled to 
admission into the Union with her t con- 
stitution and their present boundaries, without 
condition, restriction, or limitation, and without ref- 
erence to any other question now Congress. 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


——— 


The third assests the constitutional power of || 
Congvess to prohibit slavery in the ‘Territories of || 
the United States, and protest against the passage | 
of any law for the establishment of territonal gov- } 
ernments in New Mexico and Utah which shall | 
not contain the Wilmot proviso. 

The fourth protests against the passage of any 
law for the apprehension and surrender of fugitives 
from labor or service which shall not recongnize 
the right of the writ of habeas corpus and of trial by 
jury of the State and in the county in which the 
claim is attempted to be enforced. 

The fifth asserts that it is the duty of Congress | 
to pass laws providing for the security of all persons || 
inhabitants of a free State, whose business or incli- | 
nation leads them temporarily into any of the 
slaveholding States. 

The sixth protests against any legislation in || 
cane by which the continuance of slavery in | 


the District of Columbia, beyond the time when || 
its abolition may be demanded by public opinion || 
or become necessary or expedient in the judgment || 
of Congress itself, shall be effected, or by which | 
such abolition may be made to depend on the as- | 
sent of any adjoining State, and expresses a desire | 
for the removal of slavery altogether from the Na- 
tional Capital. 

The seventh expresses anxiety and alarm at the 
attempt to induce Congress to assent to compacts 
and compromises tending to compel or restrain the | 
action of future Congresses, 

The eighth declares that if the Constitution || 
was formed upon the plan of compromise to feel- || 
ings and opinions then existing, it by no means 
follows that the system of compromise should “< | 
perpetual to all the end of time. 

The city of Syracuse, as is known, is near the 
centre of the State of New York. I have spoken 
of the intelligence and respectability of its citizens 
who attended this meeting. 1 will add only one 
word. If | were in search, as lam not, of the 
Coeeeree public opinion of the State of New | 

ork on these questions, there are no responses 
which I should consider more truthful and more 





has had more to do with questions of this kind, [ 

presume, thanany other judge in the United States. 

After these consultations and conferences, as early 

as in February | prepared a bill amendatory of the 

act of 1793, intending, when a proper time came, to 
ley it before the Senate for its consideration: 
now wish to présent the bill to the Senate ‘un- 
altered and precisely as it was when prepared in 

February last. 
Mr. DAYTON. 

printed, 

The bill was then laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed as follows : 

A BILL amendatory of “An act respecting fugitives from 
justice and persons e-caping from the service éf Weir 
masters,” approved Febduary 12, 1:93. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Represeniatires 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the provisions of the said act shall extend to the territories 
of the United States; and that the commissioners who now 


I hope that the paper will be 


are, or who may hereatier be appointed by the cireuit 
| courta of the United States, or the district courte where 
circuit courts are not established, or by the territorial courts 
of the United States, all of which courte are aulhorized aud 
required to appoiut one or more commis-ionerts in each 
county to take acknowledgments of bail and affidavits, and 
also to take depositions of witnesses in civil causes, and 
who shall each, or any judge of the United States, on e m- 
plaint being made on oath to him that a fugitive from ishor 
is believed to be within the State or territory in which he 
lives, issue his warrant to the marshal of the United Stetes, 
or to any other person who shall be willing to serve it, au- 
thorizing an arrest of the fugitive, if within the Ste or ter 
ritory, to be brought before him or some other comuntesioner 
|| Or judge of the United States court within the State or ter- 


| titory, that the right of the person claiming the servicers of 
| such fugitive may be examined. And on the hearing, depo- 


sition duly authenticated, and parol proof, shall be heard to 
establish the identity of the fugitive and the right of the claim- 
ant, and also to show that slavery is establiched in the Siate 
frou which the fugitive absconded. And ifon such hearing 
the commissioner or judg” shall find the claim to the services 
of the fugitive, as asseried, sustained by the evidence, tie 
sbali make out a certificate of the material facts proved aud 
of his judgment thereon, which he shall siga, and which 
shall be conclusive of the right of the claimant dr bis ageat 
to take the fugitive back to the State from whence he fed. 
Previded, that if the fugitive shall deny that he owes service 
| be the claimant ander the laws of the State where he wus 
| held, and after being duly cautioned as to the solemnities 

and consequences of an oath, shall swear to the same, the 
| commissioner Or judge shall forthwith summon a jory of 


reliable than those contained in the proceedings of || twelve men to try the right of the claimant, who shail be 


the meeting at Syracuse. 
ings the ‘same consideration and zourtesy which 
have been extended to others of a similar charac- || 
ter. I believe that the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina submitted the proceedings of a || 
meeting of the citizens of Wilmington in that 
State, some time since, which were laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 
same motion in this case. 

Mr. DICKINSON, Mr. President, I have had 
no communication with the officers or persons 
who participated in that meeting, but | have seen 
in the public papers what purported to be an ac- 
curate account of its doings of a far different 
character, showing that notwithstanding the very 
ambitious tone of its published proceedings, that it 
was, without inquiring where those assembled had 


formerly been classed, strictly and to all intents | 


and purposes a ‘ Free Soil’ meeting—and thus | 
limited—and that if six hundred persons united in | 
its call but a small portion of them attended, or | 
took part in its deliberations and proceedings. I | 
merely state these facts to show that I may not be 

deemed to admit, even by implication, that this | 


meeting was held by the inhabitants of Syracuse || 


of all parties generally. My information is other- | 
wise. I have merely stated what I have seen in | 
the public papers. 
ing it, for L know nothing aboutit of a more au- 
thentic character. 

The proceedings were laid on the table, and the 
question of printing, under the rules, was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads, to which was referred the bill 
to reduce the rates of postage, reported back the 
same, with sundry amendments,accompanied by an 
elaborate report, which wagprdered to be printed. 

FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 


Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, at an early 
period ph po session | wae my attention to the 
subject of preparing a bill respecting the recla- 
gale of laghive slaves, or of preparing certain 
amend ments to the existing law on thatsulject. In 
pursuance of this purpose, | conferred with some 
of the most e t members of the profession, 


and especially 


a high judicial authority, who 





[ submit the |) 


express no opinion concern- | 


I ask for these proceed- || sworn to try the cause according to evidence, and the com- 
|| missioner or judge shail preside at the trial, and determine 


the competence 
Sec, 2. and 


of the proof, 
it further enacted, That the cofhmissioner 


| shall receive ten dollars in each case tried by him, as afore- 


said, the jurors fity cents each, and the marshal cr other 


| person serving the process shall receive Ove dollara for 
| serving the warranton each fugitive, and for mileage and 


| other services the same as are allowed to the marshal for 
| similar services, to be examined and allowed by the com- 
missioner or judge, and paid by the claimant. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, 
| Mr. WALKER, im pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the pay- 
| ment of outstanding loan-office and final settlement 
| certificates, issued for money loaned, or for services 
or supplies during the revolutionary war; which 
| was read twice, and referred to the Committees on 
| Revolutionary Claims. 
Mr. CHASE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
| obtained leave to introduce a bill to reduce the price 
, of public lands belonging to the United States, in 
the vicinity of the Wabash and Erie canal, and 
the Miami Extension canal, in the State of Ohio; 
| which was read twice, and referred to’ the Com- 
| mittee on the Public Lands. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN MISSOURI. 
| Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, in accordance 
| with notice heretofore given, I now ask leave to 
|| introduce a bill to grant to the State of Missouri a 
|| certain quantity of public lands for objects of in- 
|| ternal improvement, which, added to the quaunty 
|| heretofore granted to that State for that purpose, 
|| will make it a the quantity heretofore granted 


to any other State for the same purpose. 
On offering this bill, { would suggest that | con- 
\| eur in the doctrine that the Government, as the 


|| great landholder, has the right to grant to the Staies 
'| in whieh they lie, lands for the purpose of improv- 
|| ing the value of the remainder. There is « great 
| quantity of refuse lands in the State of Missouri. 
|| Missouri was once a part of the territory of Loui- 
siana. The land was granted by the Spanish 
overnment, from 1764 until the period when it 
Eeeame the property of the United States. During 
that period of forty years, the best land was taken 

|| in very large grants. From the time that Leai- 
|| giana waa ceded to the United States, now almost 
1 half a century, the lands in the Siate of Missouri 
have been picked so that scarcely any but the retuse 

| Innds remain. The public lands in the Stme of 































es 


t 
Missouri have been picked from 1764, at different | 
times, until 1804, and from 1804 down to the present | 
time. Fora period of neariy a century these lands | 
have been undergoing the process of picking; so 
that those lands which now remain are of a very | 
inferior quality. It is desirable to the United | 
States that these lands should, in some way or 
other, be made useful and subservient to the pur- | 
poses of settlement and improvement. The policy | 
of granting lands to the States in which they lie, | 
for purposes of internal improvement, has been | 
found to be one of the most effectual means of re- | 
claiming refuse lands. [ am of opinion, with the, 
celebrated Edmund Burke, that ‘‘ to take land from | 
hands that do not use it, and give it to hands that do | 
use it, would be for the benefit of the country.”’ 

Many pers ago, Mr. President, 1 brought in 
bills similar in purpose, in many respects, to the 
one which I now propose to introduce. One fea- 
ture of those bills was to graduate the price of the 
public lands, reducing the price periodically ac- 
cording to the length of time the land had been in | 
the market. Another feature was to make dona- 
tions of land to actual settlers. A third provision 
was to grant the refuse lands to the States io which 
a! lie, for objects of internal improvement. 

he principle of the bill 1 now propose to in- 
troduce is the granting of the refuse lands to the 

States in which they lie, for purposes of internal 

improvement. I am clearly under the conviction 

that it ought to be done in this case. 

Acother argument in favor of the bill which I 
introduce is, that it only proposes to grant to the | 
State of Missouri, an amount of jand which, added 
to what has already been granted to that State for | 
objects of internal improvement, will make it equal | 
16 the whole amount of land granted to any other | 
State. The returns of the Land Office show that | 
it will require two million six hundred and seven- | 
ty-two thousard two hundred and ten acres to ac- | 
complish this purpose, and for that amount is this | 
bill drawn. The bill names two objects of inter- | 
ual improvement, to which, under the auspices of | 
the Siate, this land is to be applied. One is a rail- 
read from St. Louis to the western frontier of the | 
State, through the capital; the other is a railroad 
between the town of St. Joseph and the town of | 
Hannibaigon the Mississippi river.. The bill spe- 
crfies these two objects for which the grant is to | 
be made, but other effects, such as the draining of | 
swamps, will follow, 

I make this statement because, not being a mem- 
ber of the committee to which the bill wall go, | 
wish the members of the committee to understand | 
the nature of the bill, in order that they may | 
meke, as I expect they will, a favorable report | 
upon it. 

Leave to introduce the bill was granted, and the 
bill was read a first and second time by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Commitiee on Public 
Lands, as follows: 

A BILL to grant to the State of Missouri a certain quantity 
of public Mand for object of internal improvement, which, 
added to the quantity heretofore granted to that State fur 
that posers shali make it cqual to the quantity heretofore 
granted to any other State for the same purpose. 
Wherdas it appears by a report of the Commissioner of the 

General Land ce, Bebat document of the present s+ s- 

sign, nat there has been granted to the State of Missouri five 

hundred thousand acres of land for purposes of internal im- | 

»vement, and te other States a far larger quantity, and that 
t webld require the quantity of two milhon six hundred and 
revemy-two thousand two. wundred and teu acres, areas of | 
the tive States considered, to make the grant to Mis- | 
sou dal to that of any other State ; theretore— 

Be ‘it tnavted by the Senate und House of Representatives of | 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
quantity of two million six bundred and seventy-two thou- 
sand two hundred and ten acres of land be granted, and is 
pr ate the State of Missouri, for purposes of in- 





tmprovement. 
Bec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the one-fourth part 
of said Jand shall be applied to the construction of the rail- 
o St. Luuis to the western frontier of Missouri, by 
Jefferson city, to be applied thereto by the com 


y chartered 
for that 


by the General Assembly of Missouri by the 
name of the Raihoad Company ; and the right and 
title to fourth shall vest in said company, and 
ba ied by the President and Directors thereof, for the 
ti ‘to the construction of said road, and to no other 
» And one other fourth part shall be ap- 

tion of the railroad from Hannibal to 


purpose 

Ee toceph, in the Beate of Missouzi, to be applied thereto b 
, i. mt 

the company chartered for that | Urpose by the General An 

sermbly of Missouri, by the name of the 


ibal and St. 
as pened aoe Sane ee Dale se aid 
arth vest company tis 
Fooatives | and Directors thereot, for the me being, a ihe 
construction of said read, and to no otlier purpose ver. 
And tie ane one-half of the —e of 
neres, shall to such objects improve- 
ment, including the draining of the great swamp in C 





Girardeau and the other adjacent counties, as the General 
Assembly of Missouri shall order and direct. 

Sec.3. And te il further enacted, That the lands so granted 
shali be selected within twenty-one mules of the suad, or 
object of improvement, to which their proceed» are applica- 
bie, and shall be taken in parcels coulwrmable to secuoual, 
or subdivisional sectional tines ; but no two parcel» shalt be 
taken adjoining each other, or any one to wineh the right of 
preGmption has attached; and if the quantity grauied tu 
each object, of a quality fit for cultivation, canuor be found 
within twenty-one miles of the roud to which it is applica- 
ble, then the remainder may be taken, in tke manner, out 


|| of the next nearest public lands fit tor culuvation, 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the seiection of the 
said granted lands shall be made by an agent, or agents, a 
pointed for that purpose by the Governor of Missouri, anda 


|| return of the same made to the General Land Office at 


Washington city, subject to be disapproved and disaliowed, 
if made contrary to the provisions Of this act. 
Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, ‘That a right of way to 


| the extent of one hundred and fitty feet from whe cemire ot 
| said railroads through the public lands, shall be granted to 


said companies; and a copy of the location and survey of 


| the said railroad= sbali be filed in the land Office of the dis- 


triets through which the said roads pass, aud also a copy in 


| the General Land Office at Washington city. 


Se. 6. And he it further enacted, ‘hat if the said rail- 
roads, or any one of the objects of interpal upprovemeut, 
which said grant of Jand is applicable, shail nut be comple- 
ted within ten years from the time that the lands for such 


| object ix selected and return thereof made to the General 


Land Office, then the companies aforesaid, each four itsell, 


|| and the State, where the State itself conducts the improve- 
| ment, shall be bound to pay to the United States the amount 
| whieh may have been received upon the sales made for the 


said utifinisbed road, the sale to the purchaser remaining 
valid ; and the title to the unsold part of the lands applica- 
bie to such unfinished road, shall reinvest in the United 
States, to have and to hold the sume in the same manner as 
if this act bad never passed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said railroads 
when completed, shail be and remain a public highway tor 
the use of the Government of the United States, tree from 
toll or other charge, upon any property or troops of the Uni- 
ted States; and the public mails shall at all times be trans- 
ported thereon, under the direction of the General Post Oi- 
fice Department, at such reasonable and just prices as 
Congress way, by law, direct. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

Mr. CLARKE submitted the following resola- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be. re- 
quested to commupicate to the Senate the aynount received 
trom the Republic of Peru on account of the indemnity pro- 
vided to ke p:id in annual instalments by that Re public, by 
the convention concluded in March, 1841; whether any of 
those instalments are due and unpaid, and such further in- 
formation as may be in possession of the Department of 
State, relating to the suid indemnity, in conformity with the 
terms of suid convention. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 


|| tion; which was read and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Interior be directed to 
report the whole annual expense of the Judiciary for the 
last ten years, including the salaries of judgea, and all ex- 
penses of the administration of justice im the District of 
Columbia, for the time afor said. 

MILITARY RESERVATION-IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved to take up Senate bill 
No. 138, entitled ** An act to reduce the bounda- 
ries of the military reservation in the Territory of 
Minnesota,’’ which had heretofore passed io a 
third reading. 

Mr. FELCH. I interposed an objection the 
other day, when that bill was on ita passage, be- 
cause | wished to obtain some further information 
in relation to it. Since that time, I have made ap- 
pocwien at the War Department, in reply to which 

have received some papers. Subsequently, on 
Saturday last, I received some additional papers, 
which ! have not yet had time to read. I desire to 
examine them, and | purpose, also,to submit them 
to the Senator fiom IJlinois, that he, too, may ex- 
amine them. Under these circumstances, I hope 
he will not now press his motion. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

CREDENTIALS OF A SENATOR. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the credentials.of the 
Hon. Jerreason Davis, Senator elect from .the 
Sta'e of Mississippi, for a further teem of six 
years, from the expiration of his present term. of 
service; which were read and laid on the table, 

HOT SPRINGS IN ARKANSAS. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Bor.anp on the 29th ultimo, was taken up and 
adopted; 

Resolved, That the Seer@tary of the Interior be directed to 
communicate to the Senate the intot mation possessed by or 
properly within the scope of the department in relation to 
the applications of private claimants to the Hot Springs in 
Arkansas, or a: y portion of the four sections of sur- 
rounding these springs, reserved froia sale since the 2d of 
April, 1832, together with the action of the General 


and of any other of the Executive Departments 
relation to such applications. area ” 


ROUND ISLAND EXPEDITION. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Da- 


June 3, 


vis, of Mississippi, on the 22d of January last 
was taken u a oteied, ’ 


Resolved. at the President of the United Star 
quested, as far as compatible with public Gite ae i 
manicate to the Senate copies of the elven ana 
wae meen in yer the assemblage of persone ot 

ound Island, east ississippi, during the 
1849, and the correspondence Seiwean the Pre ae 


Heada of Departments and the Governor of Mimic er 


the officers, naval or military, of the United States invert 
ence sblage een and dispersion of said 
BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 

House bilis of the following tithes were read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit. 
tee on Territories: 

An act for the construction of certain roads jp 
the Territory of Minnesota, and for other pur- 

ses, 

_ An act to make further appropriations for pub- 
lic buildings in Minnesota and Oregon. 
JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS IN THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the Senate took up 
for consideration the bill to regulate appeals from 
the trial of issues in the District of Columbia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is jp. 
formed that the bill is reported from the committeg 
with an amendment. The first question was on 
amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. I undertook to explain that 
amendment on a former occasion. The bill pro. 
posed, as it originally stood, to give the right of 

appeal in all cases that have occurred within the 
last five years. The amendment recommended by 
| the committee is to strike out that retrospective 
| feature of the bill, and make it provide for giving 
| a right of appeal in all cases that shall arise here. 
| after, in contradistinction to all cases that have 
| arisen. 
| Mr. WALKER. It will be perceived that the 
| effect of a eBneurrence in this amendment will be 
| to deprive persons whose causes have been de- 
| cided of the privilege of an appeal to the Supreme 
| Court. It is for the Senate to decide whether they 
will give to parties who have been, as they think, 
| suffering an injury within the last five years, the 
| right of appeal. ‘This is a plain question, and, 
| it seems to me, it will require but little discussion. 
| think certain gentlemen have considered it long 
enough to have formed their opinion as to what is 
proper to bedone. For one, | am opposed to the 
amendment, and | shall vote against it. 1 am in 
| favor of giving this right of appeal to persons 
who think they have been injured, and J can see 
no harm that will result from it; and it occurs to 
me that none but those who fear to have the 
causes reviewed can be opposed to the bill as it 
stands. If the decisions have been right they 
will be affirmed, and if wrong? they will be re- 
versed. 

While I am up I will advert for a moment to 
the argument made the other day by the Senator 
from South Carolina. He contended that, to give 
this bill a retroactive effect, will be to disturb 
vested rights. One case was alluded to where an 
are was made from the Orphans’ Court to the 

ireuit Court, the issue being, whether there was a 
marriage or not. The objection raised against 
that case does not obtain in this bill. In that case, 
the widow, or the one who claimed to be the 
widow, applied for letters of administration, to 
which she was entitled under the law, if she was 
a widow, in preference to anybody else. This 
case was sent from the Orphans’ Court to the 
Circuit Court, and it was there decided that there 
was not a marriage, and, consequently, adminis- 
tration was not granted to her, but to another 
person. . 

Now, if the Senator from South Carolina will 
reflect upon the subject, he will find thatif the de- 
cision of the Circuit Court shall be reversed, it 
will not undo any act of the administrator \o 
whom letters of administration were granted. His 
acts will remain good. And if it is found that 
there was an error in the decision of the Circuit 
Court, and a verdict shall be given that there was 
a marriage, the administration of the person who 
st RE hoe 

Letters: rill . The law, 0 
reversing the Aidialos, siver goes behind the acts 
of the former administrator, and so far as he has 
acted, his be ; isa fact which 
yer ro to it will admit, 


does not fora moment set aside 








ley 





oneact of the administrator, and that letters on 
the estate not administered upon will be granted; 
and so far a8 it has not been administered upon, 
the new administrator or administratrix will go 


on and administer the residue. ere is, then, no 
weight, a8 it appears to me, in the objections 
which have been taken to a case of this kind, 
Here are no vested rights to be divested, and the 
business will go on and be concluded by other 
hands than those by which the first administra- 
tion was established, and those who are connected 
with it in the way of business will be in no case 
ted. 

ws DOWNS. When this bill was before us, 
on a former occasion, objection was urged by the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary 
against it, on the ground that it was unconstitu- 
tional or dangerous, or unusual, to legislate with 
regard to a case which had already been decided. 
Now, to show that that opinion is not well-found- 
ed, | wish to read to the Senate an extract from 
an opinion of the Supreme Court, rendered upon 
the very case referred to by the Senator from 
Arkansas. This case was taken up to the Su- 

reme Court once, and it was decided that it 
had not jurisdiction, because the right of a writ of 
error had not been given tothem. But, in that 
very case, they clearly suggest that a remedy 
might be granted by the Legislature, and refer to 
the State of Maryland as having made provision 
fora similar case. Here is the extract, which 


] will read: 

« Whatever errors therefore may have been committed, 
and however apparent'they may be in the record, yet we 
have not the power to correct them, unless the Circuit 
Court has passed a final judgment, or decree, in the cause 

fore it. 
ne The act of Assembly of Moryland appeurs to have re- 
ceived in practice in that State the same construction that 
we have given to it. There is, indeed, no judicial opinion 
on the subject, but there is no ground for supposing that a 
writ of error Was ever sued out under thatlaw. {In 1832, an 
act was passed authorizing a writ of error in such cases, 
and staying proceedings in the inferior courts until a de- 
cision was had in the appellate court, and this law embraces 
cases which had been tried hetore its passage, as well as 
those which should afterwards take place.” 

Now, Mr. President, weighty as is the author- 
ity of the honorable chairman of the committee, 
whose long experience and high judicial attain- 
ments entitle it to copsideration, we find this is 
against his opinion, and itis clearly demonstrated 
that the case referred to is a common one, and one 
which requires in justice a rehearing. In Mary- 
land a special act was passed similar to this, and 
awritof error was given and it was taken up to 
their higher courts, and sanctioned and approved 
and has had its effect. I cam see no impropriety 
in this act, and | am sure that justice requires it, 
I wish in addition to introduce other authority. 
This bill or a similar bill has been before Congress 
for some time. Ata former session of Congress 
a bill was presented on this subject by one of the 
Senators from Maryland, [Mr. Jounson,] now 
Auorney General of the United States, which con- 
tained precisely the same provision which is in 
this bill. Here is the bill as reported by Mr. 
Johnson, in 1847: 

“ Be it enacted, §c., That in all cases now eaert. 
which may hereafter arise, where an issue or issues have 
been or inay be sent by the Orphans?’ Court of the Disur et of 
Columbia for Washington county, and where any party or 
partics in the trial aforesaid have taken or shall take and 
tender, any exception or exceptions to any opinion of the 
court before whom such issue or issues shall be tried, after 
verdict rendered.on such issue or issues, and : ppeal from 
such opinion prayed, or writ of error sued out by the party 
excepting as aforesaid, a transcript of the matter aud pro- 
ceedings in said circuit court, and of said bill or bills of ex- 
ception, shall by the elerk of said cireuit court be transmit- 
ted to the Supreme Court of the Unived States; and if said 
Supreme Court overrule any opinion aforesaid of said 
cireuit court, said Supreme Court shall, by order or man- 
date, remand the case and proceedings to the circuit court 
for a new trial, in conformity with the opinion of said Su- 
Preme Conrt, on each and every exception so taken, and 
there said circuit court shali proceed anew with the 
Uial of said issue or issu.s.”’ 

This clearly shows that that bill, as reported by 
him and sanctioned by his authority, was intro- 
duced several years ago. I think, therefore, the 
objection taken by the chairman of the committee 
is unfounded, I think it is competent for Con- 
gress to pass such an act, and there ia no insuper- 
able constitutional objection to it. If there was 
any doubt about the expediency of passing such 
an act, when the subject was up before, it is now 
the us opinion of the of this Dis- 
trict that the decisions of the lower courts should 
not be binding, and that the whole system should 
be remodelled, and that great in has been 
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henppafare done. 1 think the Senate ana Congress 
Qught not to hesitate, and | hope the bili wiil be 
passed without the amendment. Since these me- 
mortals have been presented, | have had oceasion 
to,look into the iserel business of this District, | 
and I think lam poihacsaes in saying that in the 
whole history of the United States, there never 


was &@ community so ill used, or that suffered so | 


much from an improper or an inadequate pudicrat 
sysiem.as the people of this Distric:. 1 do not 
refer to this as conclusive, but I think there are 
other and stronger reasons why Congress should 
not make the decrees of this court final. | think 
a remedy is needed, and I hope one will be provi- 
ded before the close of this session. 


Mr. CLAY. | am very sorry to interfere in | 


this matter, but I feel it to be my duty to move to 
lay this subject on the table, with a view to lake 
up the Calutornia bill. 


Mr. HALE. I| hope not.now. I hope we shall | 


have a vote on this bill. 

Mr. DOWNS. 1 think there will be no further 
discussion, 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 wish to make a remark 
which rejates to an entirely personal matter con- 
cerning the judges of this District, and which in 
jusuce to them should be made. 

Mr. CLAY.* 1 would withdraw the motion 
with pleasure, if it were to accommodate the honor 
able Senator alone, but | see there are several 
Senators who are disposed to debate the subject 
further, 

Mr. WALKER. I would ask the Senator from 
Kentucky to change his motion so as to make it 
the order of the day for half past twelve o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Mr. CLAY. There is another question for | 


that hour. 


Mr. BERRIEN. 1 would suggest to the Sena- | 


tor tram Kentucky that he allow the Senator from 


South Carolina to make the remark he proposes, | 
with the understanding that he will renew the mo- | 


uon nade by him. 

Mr. FOOTE. Let it be understood that a 
speech may be made in reply if he intends to dis- 
cuss the results of a certain judicial decision. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BULLER. 1 am not in the habit of going 
off and making discursive remarks on the subjects 


not before the Senaie,and when my friends inti- | 


mate that I shall go beyond what is proper or 
parliamentary, they are mistaken. All 1 rose to 
say in connection with this subject was, that the 
judges of this District—| know nothing of them, 


vut | will not prejudge them—shouid not be cuon- | 
demned withouta hearing. There never was a | 


wiser remark than that of Nicodemus: **Doth our 
law judge any man before it beareth him?’ ‘These 
gentiemen, the other day, were spoken of in a 
way to wound their feelings, and they have writ- 
ten me a letter in which, Lam bound to say, they 
ask the fullest and most thorough investigation, 
{ will not prejudge them, or do injustice ww them 
in apy form. Oa the other hand, | do not stand 
as an advocate to vindicate their decisions, for | 
know nothing of them. | only say these gentile- 
men bave coucted investigauon; and this 1 think 
ia due to them. 1 renew the mouon of the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky. 

The mouon was agreed to, and the subject was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. CLAY. I move now that the Senate pro 
ceed to the consideration of the special order of 
the day, which is the bill for the admission of 
Califoruia. ; 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


Mr. BRADBURY. | hope the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky will give way for a moment, 
in order that the Hieaie may take up the resolution 
which was assigned for ‘Tuesday last, and which 
was then, agam, to suit the convenience of the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts, assigned 
for Thursday, and which, owing to the melancholy 
death of the Senator from South Carolina, was not 
then entertained. 

Mr, CLAY.  { will withdraw the motion if the 
Senator from Maine will renew it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Certainly [ will; and | 


now move that the resolution which was made the 
special order for Thursday last be taken up for the 
ecial order for to-mor- 
row at half-past twelve o’clock, with the view that 


purpose of making it the 


it be then acted upon. 
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The. motion was agreed to. 

‘Mr. BRADBURY. L now move that the further 
consideration of the resolution be postponed ull 
to-murrow at half-past twelye o'clock, and made 
the special order of the day for that time. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


On the motion of Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bili for the admis- 
sion of California as a State into the Union, to 
establish territorial governments for Uiah and New 
Mexico, and making propusals to Texas for the 
establishment of her western and northern bound- 
aries. 

The pending question was on the following 
amendment, offered by the Senator from Ohio 
[Mr. Crase] to the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Davis:} 


Provided further, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed as authorizing or permitting dhe introduction 


of slavery,or the holding of persous as. pruperty witinn said 
‘Territory,”? 


Mr. SOULE, Mr. President, mindful of the 
call made upon me the other day by the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, | have attempted to pre- 
parce, with what feeble abilities 1 could command, 
some three or four sections as.a substitu’ for the 
third section of the bill relating te California. 
That substitute I wish row may be Jaid upon the 
tabie in. crder shat it may be printed, and with a 
view to have it taken up hereafier, when | may 
submit to the consideration of the Senate some 
few observations in support of it. 1 will read it. 

After the word ‘“ government,”’ in the tule of 
the bil, insert the words ‘*South California,” and 
sirike out the first, second, and third sections of 
tne bill, and insert the following: 


“ Be it enacted, &c., ‘That as soon as Californiashall nave 
passed in convention an ordinance providing— 

“That abe relinguirhes all tite or elaim to jax, diapose 
of, or in any way to interfere with the primary dispasal by 
the United States of the public domain within her limits, 

“That sbe will not interpose her authority and power so 
as to disturb or impede any control which the United Staves 
| may deem arvisabie to exercise ayer such distsiets in the 
mining region, either now discovered or to be discovered 
| hereatter, as may not be ineluded in any lawful grart made 
tw private individuals or to corporations prior to the seaejon 
of California.to the United Siates, 

“That the land of the non-residents shall never be tared 
higher than those of residents. 

"That the navigable waters shall be open and free to all 
citizens of she United States, those of Caliiormia inetuded. 

* That the southern limits shall be restricted to the Mis- 
souri compromise line, (36° 30’ north latitude.) 

“ And as soon as she shall have produced to the President 
|| of the United State- satistactory and autheuic evidence thet 
|| the tanss here set forth have been fully and exactly com piled 
with, th» President of the United States be and he is hereby 
authorized and requested, without any further action on the 
|| part of Congress, to issue tis proclamation, dectaring that 
|| Catiforpia is, and that she shail thereupon be admitted inta 
the Union upen an equal fouling wih the original States in 
all respects whatever. 

“Sec. 2. Be it enacted, §c., That such portion of the reve 
nue collected in the ports of California as may remain anex 
| pended atthe time of the issuing of the President's prociame, 
1 won ae aforesaid, shall be paid over to the said Brate of Cale 
|| lornia. 

“Sze. 3. Be it enacted, $c., That the Senxtors and Rer- 
reseutatives elect now before Congress for the said Siute of 
California shall be entitled to receive, aud shall receive thy 
mileage and the per diem pay allowed to the Delegate from 
|| the Territory of O 1, from the day that the niessage of 
|| the President transmitting the Constitution of California 
|| reeruved by Congerss. 
| *3uc.4. Beit enucted, §c., Thatthe country lying hewween 
| 
I 


|| 30° BY of north batituie and the boundary line between 
Mexico and the United States establi<bed by the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, and extending trom the Pacific to the 
|| Sierra Nevada, shall constitute a ‘lerritory under the niuine 
|| of the Territory 0! South California, and shall be organized 
| as such under the provisions of this bill applying to the ‘Ter- 
\| ritury of Utah, (changing names where they ought to. be 
|; changed,) in all respects what«eever, and shall, when remy, 
abie, and willing to become a State, and desiring wo be such, 
be admitted into the Union, with or without slavery, as the 
|| people thereof may desire and make knowa through their 
| constitution.” 
1 ask leave to lay this paper upon the table, in 

|| order that it may be printed. 
|| ‘The amendment was accordingly ordered to lie 
i upon the table, and the motion to print was agreed 
|; to. 
: 
|| Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I am very happy 
|| to perceive a disposition cn the part of those vp 
| posed to the bill to present to the Senate and the 
1 country a contre projet. The honorable Senator 
|| from Louisiana has done so on this occasion, and 
} I think, if he will allow me to say so, that he acts 
|| much more in nore | to the duty whieh evay 

member owes to this body, whether he be in the 

minority or in the majoiity, to present a projet 

rather t to present himeelf, and say, “ We ave 


' 
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in the minority, and weare not bound to offer any | 


proposition.” [am happy to see that the Senator 
from Louisiana has taken a different view of what 
he deems to be his duty on this occasion, and has 
presented ug with this amendment. 1| shall not 
now anticipate any discussion which may arise 
out of ee ee It will be taken up in the 
progress of the bill, and after it has been duly con- 


sidered, I dare say that every Senator will be found || 
to express his opinion or give his vote according | 


to his sense of duty. At present I suppose it is 


and the immediate amendments before us—the 


the other amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 
On that amendment, the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio, I call for the yeaa and nays. 
Mr. CHASE, (in his seat.) They have already 
been ordered. 
Mr. HALE. 
but merely to offer an explanation which ts due to 


in the remarks which | made the other day I sug- 
gssted to the Senate that | thought it would be 
better to meet all these amendments openly, and 


ments. I did not at all mean to imply that I was 


not pleased with the amendment of my friend from || 
Ohio, (Mr. Cuasz.] On the contrary, I think it | 
was eminently necessary to meet the amendment | 


offered by the Senator from Mississippi. All that 
| wished to say was, that I preferred a direct vote; 
and that in that vote | hoped we would have a 
proposition which we could understand. 


proposition, I think the Senator from Ohio has not 


only appropriately but necessarily made his, to | 


meet the contingencies implied in that of theSenator 
from Mississippi. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
fore this part of the bill is voted upon. I must 
been introduced into this bill providing that the 
territorial governments should not legislate in re- 


ever taken has been, that this and all other ques- 
tions relating to the domestic affairs and domestic 
policy of the territories ought to be left to the decis- 


ion of the people themselves, and that we ought | 
to be content with whatever way they may decide | 


the question, because they have a much deeper 
interest in these matters than we have, and knuw 
much better what institutions suit them than we, 


who have never been there, can decide for them. | | 


would therefore have much preferred that that 
portion of the bill should have remained as it was 
reported from the Committee on Territories, with 
no provision on the subject of slavery the one way 
or the other; and l do hope yet that that clause in 
the bill will be stricken out 


even if it did give strength to it, that it ought not 
to be there, because it is a violation of principle— 
a violation of that principle upon which we have 
all rested our defence of the course we have taken 
on this question. [do not see how those of us 
who have taken the position which we have taken, 


(‘hat of non-interference,) and have argued in favor ||| 


of the right of the people to legislate for themselves 
on this question, can support such a provision 
without abandoning all the arguments which we 
urged in the présidential campaign in the year 
1848, and the principles set forth by the honorable 
Senator from Michigan in that letter which is 
known as the * Nicholson letter.’”” We are re- 
quired to abandon that platform; we are required 
to abandon those priaciples, and to stultify our- 
selveatand to adopt the opposite doctrine—and for 
what? In order to say that the peop'e of the ter- 
ritories shall not have such institutions as they 
siall deem adapted to their condition and their 
wants, I do not see, sir, how such a provision as 
that can be acceptable either to the people of the 
Nerth or the South. Besides, it settles nothing; 
it leaves it a matter of doubt and uncertainty what 
is to be the condition of things under the bill; and 
whatever shall be ascertained to be the condition 
in respect to slavery, it may turn out thai while 
the law is held to be one way, the people of the 
territory are unanimous the other wy: 

And, sir, is an institution to be fixed upon a 

ple in opposition to their unanimous opinion ? 
Or are the 7 by our action here to be deprived 
of a law which they unanimously desire, and yet 


Ido not rise to make a speech, | 


lam satisfied, sir, | 
(pat it gives no strength to the bill; I am sausfied, | 








|| when the territorial bill was reported to fir 
0 A || this principle was not contained in it. 
spect to African slavery. The position that I have || 








} 
| 


| 


| in respect to this institution. 
; _is || Lam not left to follow my own judgment nor my 
not intended to interrupt the progress of the bill, | 


have no power to remedy the evil? I, for one, 
think that such ought not to be the case. In my 
own opinion I have no doubt as to what the law 
would be under that provision; but if 1 were left 
to the exercise of my owh judgment and to carry 
out my own principles, I desire no provision what- 
ever in respect to the institution of slavery in the 
territories. I wish to leave the people of the ter- 
ritories free to enact just such laws as they please 
On this one point 


own desire. [am to express the will of my con- 


| stituents, which has been solemnly pronounced. 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, with | 


My vote, sir, will be in accordance with their in- 


| structions; but I desire that that vote shall be given 
| upon the direct question; to come fairly up to these 
|| instructions, an 
|| settles nothing, whether it is adopted or rejected. 


not to this indirect; mode, which 


Mr. DOWNS. I am very sorry, sir, to hear 
the honorable Senator from Lilinois say that there 


/ | is anything in this bill, or in the amendments made 
my friend from Ohio who moved this amendment. || 


to this section by the committee, that is tn viola- 


'| tion of the principle of non-intervention declared 
|| in the Nicholson letter of the honorable Senator 
|| from Michigan. 
not to cqgme at them by circumlocutory amend- | 


I thought, sir, it was the very 
thing. The ground it is put uponin the report, as 
I contended the other day, | thought made it pre- 
cisely of this construction. I find, Mr. President, 
that | was not alone in this construction of it; for 
the press throughout the country, the Democratic 


|| press especially, have universally considered the 
|| question as to the territories precisely as one ac- 
| cording with the views of the honorable Senator 
But, in- | 
asmuch as the Senator from Mississippi made his | 


from Michigan. But, sir, if the meaning of that 
letter is to be frittered away in that way—and 
there have been some explanauions in regard to that 
letter—if the very foundation of that letter is to be 
taken away, | shall regret it deeply, because I give 


: || a different construction to it. 
I wish to say one word be- | 


I regret deeply that the honorable Senator from 


|| [linois cannot concur in the amendment offered 
confess that I rather regretted that a clause had || 


I was surprised 
that 
And I| sup- 
posed that it was more an inadvertency than any 


by the committee on the subject. 


| deliberate intention to leave out what had been 


considered so important on this question. I hope, 
sir, that on further reflection the honorable Senator 
will not persist in opposition to this clause of the 
tenth section reported by the committee. If he 
dées, he changes the whole foundation of the report 


| of the committee; he makes it a different thing 
| altogether; and I submit it to him now to reflect, 


whatever our impressions may have been on this 


| principle heretofore, that he conceives under the 
|| practice which he had under it for twelve months, 
|| that the people of the territory, under any circum- 
|| stances, could form a constitution and exclude 


emigration from the South—I ask him if it can be 
supposed likely that the South will calmly acqui- 
esce in a principle which would certainly exclude 
them? lLask him if he can suppose, if we strike 
out this provision, when tt is well known that the 
feeling of a large majority of the people of New 
Mexico is in favor of the abolition of slavery, that the 
South will acquiesce in such a proposit on? I say, 
for one, sir, if the Wilmot proviso is to be preferred, 
if it is to be imposed, impose it here, but do not 
authorize it indirectly by introducing such sections 
in that bill without the amendment of the commit- 
tee. I hope, then, that if there is a desire to pass 
this bill, there may be some general concurrence 
on the one side or on the other ; but! will say this, 
that if each Senator is to oppose this bill because 
there is some clause in it which does not square with 
his impressions, we had betier let it drop at once. 
it can never pass if such a course be pursued. 

I will not longer occupy the time of the Senate 
in discussing this subject; but | could not let the 
remarks of my friend the Senator from Lilinois pass 
without expressing my extreme sorrow at the 
position which he takes in reference to these 
amendments. 

Mr. CHASE. I should not add a word to what 
I have already said upon this amendment, were it 
not that some misapprehension appears to prevail 
in certain quarters in regard to it. Several Sena- 
tors, when the amendment was originally intro- 
duced, exclaimed ‘‘ That is the Wilmot proviso.” 
It is no such thing. I introduced it for the pur- 
pose, and only for the purpose, of meeting and 
denying the proposition declared by the Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Davis}to be embodied in 
the amendment which he presented. 
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The bill re by the committee contai 
express prohibition of territorial legislation is me 
spect to African slavery. It so happens tha 
hardly any two gentlemen who have spoken y 
the subject of that prohibition have agreed ao 
its import; and it was for the purpose, as | su : 
posed, of fixing its construction, or at least of a 
gesting, and at the same time, warranting a po:. 
cular construction, that the honorable Senato 
from Mississippi moved his amendment. That 
amendment has been materially modified jn th 
various stages of the discussion. As it now stands 
it provides that the territorial legislature shalj 
neither introduce nor exclude slavery, but shalj 
have power to legislate for the protection of pro 
of every kind which ma he introduced into 
or held in the territory, conformably to the Cop. 
stitution and laws of the United States. 

Mr. President, what does this language mean) 
Shall we advance a single step towards a clear and 
unambiguous declaration of legislative intention jf 
we adopt this amendment? ndoubtedly, the in. 
tent would be clear enough if all agreed with the 
Senator from Mississippi, that the terms “ prop. 


| erty of every kind held within or brought into the 


territories in conformity with the Constitution and 
laws of the United States”’ included property in 

slaves. But, sir, that is not agreed. On the con. 
trary, Ll apprehend that a very large proportion of 
Senators present, if not a decided majority, are of 
opinion that slaves cannot be introduced and held 
as property within the territories acquired from 
Mexico, under the Constitution and existing laws 
of the Union. The amendment of the Senator 

therefore, is as liable to misconstruction, and is of 
as doubtful import as the original clause. Now 

sir, L desire to have a distinct expression of the 
sense of the Senate as to the import of this amend- 
ment; for this purpose I do not offer the Wilmot 
proviso. An honorable Senator, [Mr. Sewarp,] 
at an early stage of this debate, and during your 
tempory absence, Mr. President, from the chair, 
did propose that proviso as a substitute for the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, and 
his motion was declared to be out of order, Of 
course I do not undertake to introduce again that 
proposition, It is not the proper time, nor would 
it serve my purpose. But I do offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, which meews and negatives the proposi- 
tion that the right to carry slaves into the territory, 
and hold and dispose of them there as property, 
is covered and secured by the Senator's amend- 
ment, or the original clause, as reported by the 
committee. Those Senators who think that under 
the original provision of the bill, or under this 
amendment of the Senator, slaves may be intro- 
duced into the territory, or persons held there as 
property, who see nothing undesirable in that re- 
sult, will of course vote against my restrictive 
proposition. But I do not see how any Senator 
ean refuse to vote for it, who holds the opinion, 
frequently expressed here, that neither the original 
clause, nor the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi, when rightly construed, will warrant 
slavery in the territories, or who is unwilling to 
see slavery established there as the effect and re- 
sult of legislation here. Such a vote will only give 
expression, and effect the professed wish and pur- 
pose of such a Senator. It will not be a vote for 
the prohibition of slavery, in the territories. It 
will be a vote that slavery shall not be established 
there Uy the bill or the amendment, under a con- 
struction which many r8 insist upon as the 
true one, and which, there is some reason to fear, 
may be held to be the true one by the Judiciary, 
an ee ae 7 , 

t was for the tiving this con- 
struction, or yethae?, cot weld: the first, of ex- 
cluding the conclusion of the leading friends of the 
amendment, that | introduced the pending amend- 
ment to it. If that conclusion ought to be exclu- 
ded, then the proposition | have submitted ought 
to be adopted. If that conclusion ought not to be 
excluded; if the construction that the Senator from 
Mississippi puts on the amendment be the true con- 
struction, and one which Senators desire to have 


garried out intoits practical resulis, then my propo- 
Sidon abbuld be relented. er 


1 have made these remarks in order that the 
amendment | have offered to the amendment of the 
Senator from Mississippi may be clearly under- 
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two amendments is briefly this. Mine | 

ye no ae give to the territorial legusiature power 

F protect property of every kind which may be | 
“trodaced into the territory under the laws and 
Constitution of the United States. The Senator 
from Ohio, true to his instinct, comes in with a 
osition to exclude slaves, if that is property 
‘yhich may be introduced under the Constitution 
and laws of the United States. Then, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the difference 1s this. I stand upon the 
round which 1 have always held, that we are to 
£ permitted to enjoy our rights under the Consu- 
uuon. | do not ask Congress what is the true 
legal construction of the Constitauon.. 1 stand 
upon the dovtrine of non-intervedUon as it was ori- 

ginally understood; that doctrine which prevents 
Congress from interfering to take from any man 
those rights which he holds under the Constitution, 
but which hasbeen perverted to mean that this Gov- 
ernment shall not give the protection of its shieid 
equally to all those rights which have equal claim 
io shelter under it. There is a great disunction be- 
‘ween this Government intervening vo decide what 
is property, intervening to decide what are consti- 
tional rights, and coming forward to give that 
protection which every ciuzen has a right to claim 
from every government to which he gives his sup- 
port. The distinction, then, Mr. President, be- 
iween the position of the Senator from Ohio {Mr. 
Cuase] and myself is, that he calls upon Congress 
to intervene against rights which we may have 
under the Constitution, and to declare that a certain 
species of property held within the States 1s not 
property recognized “by the Constitution, and, 
therefore, which there is no right to transfer into 
the territories. I ask that the territorial legislature 
shall protect property of every kind, My opinion 
is, that that under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, slave property may go into the ter- 
ritories, but Ido not ask Congress to decide 
whether my opinion is correct or not. I ask Coo- 
gress only for the protection of rights wherever 
rghts exist. The distinction is a very broad one. 
That which I have ptoposed, | have met fully and 
openly, and covered entirely in every modification 
which the amendment has undergone since it was 

introduced, mre 
A word now to the Senator from Lilinois, [Mr. 
Doveras.) Itis to his argument that | aduress 
myself, ‘The difference between that Senator and 
myself consists in who are a people. ‘The Sena- 
tor says that the inhabitants of a territory have a 
right to decide what their insututions shail be. 
When? By what authority? How many of them? 
Dues the Senator tell me, as he said once before, 
from the authority of God? ‘Then one man goes 
into a territory and establishes the fundamental 
law for all time to come. it would then be un- 
questionably the unanimous opinion of what that 
law should be; and are all the citizens of the 
United States, joint owners of that territory, to be 
excluded because one man chooses to exciude ail 
others who might come there. That is the doc- 
wine, carried out to its fullestextent. 1 claim that 
people having sovereignty over a territory, have 
a to decide what their insututions shall be. 
hat is the Democratic Coctrine, as 1 have always 
understood it, and, under our Consutuuon, the in- 
habitants of the te: citories acquire that right when- 
ever the United States surrender the sovereignty to 
them by consenting that they shall become States 
of the Union, and they have no such right before. 
The difference, then, between the* Senator from 
lilinois and myself is the point at which the peopie 
do possess and may assert this right. Lt is not 
the inhabitants of the territory, but the people as 
2 political body, the people organized, who have 
the right; and, on becoming a State, by the au- 
thority of the United States, exercising sovereignty 
over the territory, they may establish a funda- 
mental law for all time to come. ‘ 

Then again the Senator states what, during the 
last presidential canvass, was his position imrela- 
ion to the doctrine of non-intervention. 1 am 

to hear him staie it as he has. If non-inter- 
Yenuon means that the Government ae refuse 
protection to property, then, sir, upon what basis 
resis the right of taxation; whence arises the claim 
sd personal service of citizens? There must be 
mutual obtigati pport from one, protection 
from theother. Whatever section has its property 
excluded from this protection by the Government 


has a right, from day to withhold all 
‘chlaamigyaas Wikia cede, len too lareone 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





a IS 


ment to the assistance and support of the citizens if l you deny it to the Government here; and here is 
it refuses them protection? And what are ail the | to be one species of property, one description of 
great principles of our Constitution if they are | institution 
transferred to a Government without powerto use | Mr. DOWNS. Will the Senator allow me to 
them? If this Federal Government, io which the | ask him a question? 

States have wansferred their authority over the Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. I yield the floor, 














| 
| 
property belonging to them in the territories of ) Mr. DOWNS. I ask the Senator whether he 
the United States, is stopped by. such a principle | did not vote for and approve of the Clayton com- 
as is here declared by the Senator from Illinois promise bill? 
from exercising that authority, | would ask, what || Mr. DOUGLAS. That would not prove a great 
is the value of the trust? What the power of our || deal. I suppose, if I did, that it would not prove 
agent? it stands at the merey of every group of || that this was right or wrong; but, | will answer 
men who may find themselves conglomerated in | the Senator’s question. I struggled then, as | do 
any territory of the United States, and is rendered || now, for the principle that I am contending for. 
unable to discharge the trust which has been con- | That bill was hatched up, in my absence, from a 
ferred upon it. illing or unwilling, as the case || necessity which all will acknowledge. I got back 
may be, to render that justice to one part of the | here just time enough to vote on the quesiion; and, 
owners of the public domain which another re- after all other things had failed: after the principie 
ceives, and aii have equal right to demand. I contended for had failed, 1 did vote for that 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Mississippi || bill, rather than to have no government ai all. I 
puls @ question to me as to what number of people _ preferred that bill to leaving the people, as they 
there must be in a territory before this right to Coe been left, without a government. But, sir, 
govern themselves accrues. Without determining | whilst that was the case, | did not approve then of 
the precise number, | will assume that the right | that principle, and | do not approve of it now; and 
Ouglit Lo accrue to the people at the moment they | I put the question to the Senator from Louisiane, 
have enough to constitute a government; and, sir, | [Mr. Downs) whether he cannot give me a better 
the bill assumes tiat there are people enough there || answer, for this exception as to the right of the 
to require a government, wnd enough to authorize | people, than that I had from necessity, when forced 
the people to govern themselves. If, sir, there are | upon me by others, voted for a bill containing such 
enough to require a government, and to authorize |) a clause, rather than to leave the people without a 
you to allow them to govern themselves, there are | government, and have the country kept in a state 
enough to govern themselves upon the subject of | of strife and agitation? 
negroes. a8 well as concerning other species of | Mr. DOWNS. I merely wish to say, in reply 
Govesty and other descriptions of institutions. || to the Senator, that the reasons why i think this 
our bill concedes that government is necessary. || exception ought to be made were contained in the 
Your bill concedes that a representative govern- | remarks which | made the other day. He will 
ment is necessary—a government founded upon || find all | have to say upon the subject there. 
principles of popular sovereignty, and the right of Mr. DOUGLAS. Now, Mr. Fresident, [ have 
the people to enact their own laws; and for this || a word to say to the honorable Senator from Mis- 
reason you give them 4 legislature constitued of || sissippi, [Mr. Davis.) He insists that lam not 
two branches, like the legislatures of the different | in favor “of protecting property, and that his 
States and Territories of the Union; you confer | amendment is offered for the purpose of protecting 
upon them the right to legislate upon all rightful || property under the Consutution. Now, sir, Lack 
subjects of legislation, except negroes. Why ex- || you what authority he has for assuming that? Do 
cept negroes? Why except African slavery? If | Pinot desire to protect property because | wish to 
the inhabitants are competent to govern themselves | allow these people to pass such laws as they deem 
upon all other subjects, and in reference to all other | proper respecting their rights in property without 
descriptions of property; if they are competent to | any exception? He might just as well say that [ 
regulate the laws in reference to master and ser- || am opposed to protecting property in mercharidise, 
vant, and parent and child, and commervial laws |*in steamboats, in cattle, in real estate, ag to aay 
affecting the rights and property of citizens, they || that | am opposed to ae property of any 
are conipetent also to enact laws to govern them- || other description; for | desire to put them all oa 
selves in regard to slavery and negroes. Why, || an equality, and allow the people to make their 
when you concede the fact that they are entitied | own laws in respect to the whole of them. But 
to any government at all, you concede the points || the difference is this: He desires an amendment 
that are contended for here. || which he thinks will recognize the institution of 
But the Senator from» Mississippi says that he | slavery in the territories as now existing in thia 
is contending for a principle that requires Congress | rn I do not believe it exists there now by 
to protect property, but that 1 am contending | law. I believe it is prohibited there by law at this 
agaist it. Notataill,sir, 1 desire to give them || time, and the effeci, if not the object of his amen- 
such a government as will enable them to protect || ment, would be to introduce slavery by law intoa 
property of every kind and description. 1 wish || country from which I think a large majoricy. of 
to make no exception. He desires to make an || this Senate are of opinion it is now excluded, and 
excepuon. he calls upon us to vote to introduce itthere. The 
Mr. DAVIS. Not at all. | Senator from Kentucky, who brought forward this 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The government contended || compromise, tells us that he can never give a vote 
for authorizes them*to protect property in horses, || by which he will introduce slavery where it does 
in catile, in merchandise, and property of every || not exist. Other Senators have declared ihe same 
kind and description, real and personal; but the |) thing, to an extent which authorizes us to assane 
Senator from Mississippi says that you must ex- || that the majority of this Senate will never ex‘end 
clude African slavery. | slavery by law into territory now free. What, 
Mr. DAVIS. No, sir; he said nosuch thing. || then, must be the effect of the adoption of the pro- 
Mr. DOUGLAS, He excepted || vision offered by the Senator from Missiesippi? 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. With the Sena- || It would be the insertion of a provision tat 
tor’s permission, L will explain. He is attacking || must infallibly defeat the bill, deprive the peojile 
the bill, butt bad nothing to do with the bill,except || of the territories of government, leave them in a- 
to try and bet€r it, || state of anarchy, and keep up excitement and 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I begin to discover my error. | agitation in this coumry. 1 do not say, nor 
Lum holding the Senator responsible for the work | would [ intimate, that such is the object of the 
of the committee of thirteen. || Senater from Mississippi. | know that he has 
Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) It was a very great || another and a different object, an object which 
error, /he avows. That object is to extend the insti- 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Iwas making warupon him | tution of slavery to this territory, or rather, as 
by mistake. | must pay my cis to the || he believes it to be already carried there by law, 
committee of thirteen. Puey make the distinction || to continue its legal existence in the territory. 
that the people of the territory are to govern them- || But, sir, [do not hold the doctrine that to exciude 
selves in respect to the right in all kinds of prop- || any species of property by law from any territory 
erty but African slaves. 1 want to know why this | is « violation of any right to property. Do you 
exception? Upon what principle is it made? || not exclude banks from most of the territories ? 











Whatis the necessity for it? ist notas important || Do you not exclude whiskey from beitg intro- 
asany other rightin property? Why, then,should || duced into large portions of the territory of the 
Ut be excepted and reserved ? sir, if you re- || United States? Do you not exclude gambling 


serve it, to whom do “reserve it? ‘T'o this 


Congress? ha atbpeutiony nen the people, and 


tables, which are properly vecognized as such in 
| the States whore they are tolerated? And has 














The 


any one contended that the exclusion of gambling 
tables and the exclusion of ardent spirits was a 
violation of any constitutional privilege or right? | 
Aad, yet it is the,case.in a large portion of the ter- | 
ritory of the United States; but. there js.no outery 


against that, because ,it js the prohibition of a || 


specific kind of property aod not a prohibition 
against any section of the Union. 
our laws now prevent a tavern keeper from going 
into seme of the tecritories of the United States 
and taking a. bar with him and using and selling 
spirits there, TheJaw also prohibits cerwain other 
descriptions of business from being carried on in 
the territories. I am not, therefore, prepared to 
say that, under the Constitution, we have not the | 
power to pass laws excluding negro slaves from | 
the territories. 


ject to the people of the territories themselves, and 
allow them to introduce or to exclude slavery as 
they may see proper. I believe that that is the prin- 
ciple upen which our institutions rest. 


tories the moment they have governmenis and 
legislatures established for them; because by es- 


tablishing a government and giving them power || 
to. form a legislature, you admitthat they are com- 
petent.to govern themselves; otherwise they would |. 





not be authorized to establish a legislature and | 
confide. all their rights.to it with the exception of | 
this one of the institution of slavery. For these 
reasons, and others which lwill not enlarge upon, 
1 am opposed to any provision in this bill probib- | 
itmg the people of the territory from legislating in | 
respect to Afiican slavery. 1 would desire to see | 
it stricken out; and | repeat that IL cannot conceive 
how the Senator from Michigan, [MreCass,] and 
these who think with him and acted with him du- 
ring the last campaign, can go for a provision of 


' 
i 
' 


this kind without abandoning the position which || 


they assumed; and upon that point I have the Sen- | 
ator from Mississippi with me, 


Jukewarm in his support of that gentleman. 


I do not believe, sir, that the Senate can agree | 
ppon any principle by which a bill can pass giving» |, 


governments to the territories in which the word 
** slavery’’.is mentioned. If you prohibit; if you 
establish; if you reecgnize; if you control; if you 
touch the.quesuon of slavery, your bill cannot, in | 
my opinion, pass this body. Butthe bill that you 
can pass is one that is open upon these questions, 
tat says nothing upon the subject, but.leaves the 
people to do as they please, and to shape their in- 
stitutions according to what they, may conceive to 
be their interests both for.the present and the fu- 


ture. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have no right, | 
Mr. President, to ask the Senator from Lilinois to 
read my,speeches. They are not worthy of jit. 
i might.esk him, however, to,read the amendment 
which | bave lying on the table before he again 
makes a speech.upon it. If the Senator had con- 
sidered my speeches worthy of perusal,-or had 
listened atientively to their delivery, he would not 
have taken occasion to say that | had avowed 
myself lukewarm in my support of the Senator 
from Michigan as.a candidate for the Presidency. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. | said .that.in reapect to this 
question you had your doubts, and therefore were 
lukewarm in your support of him. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 had doubts, fears,and appre- 





hensians, which reached to a conviction that the |, 


Sanator.was wropg,apon the question of the power 
of territorial inhabitants; yet, sir, 1 took him asa 
choice of evils. [Leaghier} I say it in no terms 
of disreapect. The Senator from Michigar knows 
that | thought it wasa w doctrine which he 
held upon this subject, but 1 sustained him for 
the other doctrines which were directly connected 
with the duties.of a President; and I gave him an 
earnestsupport. My political opinions triumphing 
over personal feelings which were very near to me. 
The ator Anos tibenin, if he will review m 

course, will never make that siatementagain. If 
the Senator from Illinois had read this amendment, 
he would never have fuilen into, theerror of accusing 
Ce ae nee tate 
hi to any of my arguments in. of the 
amendment, he not have fallen into the mis- 


It involves the .same principle. || 
But Ido say that, if left to myself to carry out | 
my own opinions, I would Jeave the whole sub- || 


I recollect that |) 
early inthe geasion he made a speech here in which | 
he declared that he put that construction on the || 
Jetter of the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] || 
during the campaign, and that it made him a little || 
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take of supposi 


og that it was running pari passu 
with the bill. 


He would have learned, too, that I 


was only claiming for the territorial legislatuve the || 


power to proteet property, which I conceived to 
be the great duty. of Government. But I am glad 
to have the Senator now in .a more tangible posi- 


auihority; he now locates it in Congress,.and he 


|| now establishes the point at which the people-of 


the territories begin to assume to exercise these 
powers of legislation, to be when they receive 


authority from Congress. Then the question 


| comes back at once, what is the authority of 
| Congress? Over what subjects ean we legislate 


|| or confer authority on the people of ‘the territo- 


ries .to legislate? Jf Congress have power to 
decide, what shall be property; to lay down ‘the 
bounds and limits within which a certain species 
of property shall be held, beyond which it shall 
| never pass, then perhaps it can confer the au- 


| thority on the people of the territory which ‘is || 
| claimed; not otherwise. I listened with some sur- || 
I believe.it || pri 
ig. one of those righis to be conceded to the terri- |, 


rise to the chairman of the Committee on the 
‘erritories, when he said that we passed laws-to 
prevent the introduction of gaming tables and 
| whiskey into the territories. We pass laws to 
regulate, it is true, the intercourse with Indian 
tribes, which Indians tribes live in the territories 


| refers. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Some of the prohibitions to 
|,which | have referred relate to the Indian territo- 
_ ries, but others of them to the organized territories 
| .of the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS. | have yet to learn that Congress 


has the power to decide what is property, and || 
where it shall be held, or that it hasexercised such || 


| @ power, although the power to regulete the inter- 
course with the Indian tribes has been granted, 
and fully exercised. That I suppose must be 
what the Senator alludes to. I have myself, when 
in the employ of the Government in-a different 
sphere, had to arrest traders, whose property, so 
far as it was forbidden by the laws regulating-in- 
tercourse, was destroyed to prevent its introduc- 
tion among the Indians; this was not done onder 
any power of the Government over property, 
| but under direct authority to regulate intercourse 
with the Indian tribes. The Senator from Mli-. 
nois, however, announces again and again that'l 
| claim from Congress the establishment or intro- 
duction .of slavery. into the territories. Now, sir, 
| it is passing strange that an amendment which 
merely goes to prevent Congress from. restricting 
| territorial legislation upon certain subjects should 
| be considered as a law to introduce slavery into 


the territories. 


fore the Senate that | claim only our constitutional 
rights, and that, if it is our constitutional rightto 
| take slaves into the territories, Congress is-bound 
| to protect that as much as other constitutional 
| rights, and in delegating authority should not pre- 


vent the territorial legislature from passing those | 


police laws or other remedies necessary ‘for their 
own peace and for the protection of this species 
| of property. Can it be said that this is.a law to 
| intraduce slavery into the territories? Does not 
| the Senator from Lilinois know that | have from 
| the beginning denied to Congress the power to 
_establish slavery? 1 neither conceded that, nor 
| the converse 'lately so much insisted on. I .denied 
| ity because no such power js to be found in the 
| Constitution .of the United States. How, then, 
|.can the Seuator constrae my pu:pose, frem an 
} amendment for a specific object, to be something 
| different from what that amendment is? 
** Optics sharp it needs, { ween, 
To.see what is not to be seen.” 
| regret, therefore, that the Senator did not take 
the trouble to read my ame.!ment before he -un- 
dertook to decide what it was, and to make an 
argument against what cannot be drawn either 
from,its text or my own explanation. If the Con- 


property; if by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. we have the right to go into the terri- 
tories, I hold it to be the duty of this Government, 
if there.are obstructions in the way of the exercise 


of that constitutional right—if it be true that the 


Mexican jaws are now in force in the territories, 


and constitute an obstacle against its exercise, then, 


sit, itis the bounden duty of this Co 
those laws, and to repeal them atonce. At is not 
the right of property in slaves that is alone affected, 


stitution of the United States does recognize aur || 


of the United States, if it is to that the Senator || 


Time and again have 4 stated -be- || 
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but in-all the animals and manufactured ari; 


ene: introduction by the Mexican ja" 
this prohibition:to be continued? No; you al 
| will answer no, Why is it, then, I ask eve, 

jman who has a heart above the petty prejudices + 
bis-own-sectional policy or interest, why is it ths, 


1 tion than when he resorted to Divine power for || slaves alone are excepted—that over slaves alone 
Why, sir, || 


|| it is ed that the Mexican law is to reign 
|| Supreme, bat in every other species of pro, 
| * is-admitted that the ee is iecorddaen y 
| the great provisions and principles of the Const;,,. 
cue Gh Uehektonee ca 
| Mr. WALKER. 4 wish -to comprehend thi, 
|; amendment rightly, for the purpose of know, 
| how to late my own act. If 1 understand 
| the object of the Senator from Mississippi, it j, 
| simply to give to the legislatures of these territories 
power to — not slave property alone, by: 
| every —— property. 

oom AVIS, (in his seat.) Property of every 
ind. 

Mr. WALKER. Well, sir, the bill as origin. 

ally introduced provides that ** the legislative 
‘ power of said territory shali-extend.to all rightiy| 
‘ parposes of legislation consistent with the Con. 
‘ stitution of the United States and the provisions 
| ‘of this act.” I wish to inquire whatcan possibly 
| be the necessity of the amendment of the Senator 
from Mississippi, when the bill.expressly declares 
that the legislative power shall extend to all rigit. 
Sul subjects of legisiation? Is he prepared to deny 
that regulating property is a rightful subjeci of 
legislation? ‘It seems to me, therefore, that the 
) amendment would be-mere tautology. If to pro. 
| teet this species of property is not a righful subject 
of legislation, how does it become wrongful under 
the Constitution and laws of the United States? 
But if to protect property in slaves is a rightful 
subject of thatalaion vunder the Constitution of the 
‘United States, lean see no necessity for the amend- 
ment; none whatever. I am not willing, as the 
| Senator from Illinois has done, to atiribute motives 
to the Senator from Mississippi different from what 
he expresses—— 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot allow that remark 
to go unnoticed for amoment. I entirely disclaim 
attributing motives to the Senator from Missis- 
sippi. 1 said that his motive was a correct one— 
to secure the right to slave property; but that | 
was opposed to it, because 1 did not want any 
clause upon that eubject, for or against. 

Mr. WALKER. Perhaps [ used a wrong word 
when I said “‘motives’’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. ‘Will the Senator 
allow me a moment? 

Mr. WALKER yielded the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not understand the Senator 
from Illinois as arraigning my motives. | took i 
for granted that he was able to argue a measure 
| without arraigning motives. I will say to the 
Senator from Wisconsin, that the amendmen 
which I introduced is properly applicable to & 
phrase in the bill. Not the one to which he refers, 
but to the one which prohibited the territorial 
legislature from legislating in respect to African 
sluvery—the sentence - to be amended. 
On reading the bill there-was a question at once 
raised in my mind on the construction of that lan- 
guage, and, instead of seeking to evade that ques 
uon by striking out the clause, I chose, after it was 
raised, to meet it and cover it by adistinct expres- 
sion of what-Congress meant. 

Mr. WALK I was about to say that | 
made use of the wrong word when [ said “ mo- 
tives;” perhaps “objects” would have been beter. 
Now, let us see what this amendment means, 06 
explained by the Senator from Mississippi. The 
clause of the bill provides that the territorial legis- 
lature shall not legislate upon the subject of sla- 
very. They cannot prohibit .it, neither can they 
establish it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (in his seat.) Nor 
protect it. : ip 

‘Mr. WALKER. The Senator from Missis- 

ys that it ie not his establish 
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ico, it appears toeme that, the legislative || any one, 1 do novindicate any 

lbeapioos She to all rightful subjects’ of legista- | should seduce te slave and take charge of him, 
regulation of negro slaves would be in- || and the’owner, or master if you choose'so to call 
‘ged, and the passage’ of laws for the punish+ | him, should demand: the possession of that slave, 
‘oat of slaves, to’ prevent cruelty on the part of and should think proper to sue out a’ writ of tro- 
masters, and to regulate the sale and transfer of | ver, it would be réplted immediately, here’ is an 

ig species of property, would come within the | inhibitiow in the organic law against the courts 
o rightful subjects’ of legistation.”” I cannot see | taking cognizance of any case of that kind. | say 
chat the bill, as itstands, will have the effect which | that that would be avonce the case if the territo- 
the Senator from Mississippi apprehends; batif | rial legislature were prohivited from passing any 
| may be allowed to take a different view from || law in respect to African slavery. He might have 
him of the probable a of his amendment, | | a perfect right to Carry his property there; but 
think it will be rega as’ the establishajent of | the courts in case of seduction could give him no 
siavery. Look at the judicial decisions of the | temedy, for the reason that here is’ an express pro- 
country. 1 havenot the cases by me to refer tos |) hibition by Congress against the territorial le- 
but [may safely state that the general principle | gislature passing any law in respect to African 
decided by the judiciary of the country in regard slavery, by which he could have immediate pro- 
wo property in slaves, is, that the existence of || cess of law, under the conflicting provisions of the 
slavery in fact warrants the conclusion that it ex- 
ists by law, unless a law prohibiting it can be 
shown, Now, suppose that the amendment of 
the Senator from Mississippi is’ carried; if any 
number of slaves should get into the territory, 
slavery would exist there in fact; and it would, 
therefore, warrant the presumption, under the ju- 
dicial decisions of the country, that it exists there 
by law, unfess'a law could be found prohibiting’ it. 
Well, suppose, under this amendment, the terri- 
torial legislature hath passed laws rugdlating 
slavery; then, if the laws'of Mexico were quoted 
to rebut the presumption that slavery existing in 
fact existed ale by law, it would beans wered, here 
are laws’ passed by the territorial legislatures 
reeulating’ the slaves that may ce brought here, 
which are inconsistent with the prohibitory law 
of California, and amount to an abrogation of it. 
In this way the Senator can get slavery esta@olished 
affirmatively by law; and, while this Congress is 
unwilling to extend’slavery, it will be done in this 
indirect wey: 1 would prefer the bill as it now 
elands, neither establishing nor prohibiting slavery, 
bat having no expression tthe bill on’ the subject, 


| Mexico. And I think that was the point made 
by my friend from Maryland at the timve—that 
those words should be stricken out which re- 
strained the territorial jegisiature from passing 


| thery under the rightful exerese of authority to 
| protect that property. ‘That, sir, isa plain propo- 
sition. My friend from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] 
| never has said that slavery is there, nor has he 
| ever pretended by his amendment that it should go 
there per lege. 1 never understood him to say that 
it shoutd go there, or that it isthere. Thereis no 
law to carry it there, nor ary law recognizing it as 
| being there; but the whole provision turns upon 
| this, that jf that species of property should go 
| there the territorial government shoald give it such 
utection as’ would enable the owner to protect 
is'own property, if there is any provision in the 
Constitution vy which he can protect it. That is 
the proposition. Sir, 1 might, under other circum 
stances, be tempted to reply to the argument 
offered by the Senator from filinois, but I will 
forbear now. I shall, however, express aly views 
and if the committee of thirteen are anxious for || on this whole comprontise seneme at another 
the passage oft @ bill, they will do well to Keep || time, and | promise the Senate, too, that I’ will 
itas nearly in its original form as possible; for, | not make a very long speech, and shall not proba- 





when you go into deviations’ and amendments || bly occupy their tinfe more’ than forty or fifty 
upon this subject, theré is no’ telling where it'will || minutes. But, sir, | would here ask, if there is 
stop. If there is to be any provision in regard to || no such law as that implied in the amendment 
slavery, one way or the other, let it be done open- || offered by the Senator from Mississippi, what is 
ly and candidly. If it be desirable to prohibit || the consequence? Sir, the obvious consequence is 
slavery, let the vote be taken openly for or against; || this, that if you have no such provision prohibiting 
and if, on the other hand, it is desirable to gaatd territorial. legislation on the subject of African 
expressly the owners of slave property and to | “avery, although you may put this power of 
permit them to take it into’ the’ territories, let it | trover iv that legislation, they never will use it. 
go before the country fairly and openly. There || We have always contended jor a fair and open 
isno necessity for finessing. Letusapproach the || Issue. I mean, not that it is property there; but 
subject directly, and either prohibit or admit || thatif any one should carry it there he should 
slavery openly, or say nothing at all about it. | havea right to tr validity of his title to it im 
Mr. BUTLER rose, but. gave way to . || Oppcsition to the Mexican laws, which have been 
Mr. DAVIS, of Missismppi. With the per- | heid-wp asa peremptory prohibition of such prop- 
mission of the Senator from South Carolina, I || erty in these territories: And it must be so, This 
wish’ to say to the Senator from Wisconsin, that || dea that a people in a territory can legislate for 
his proposition is distinct, substantive, and imde- || themselves independently of Congress, that they 
pendent of the arvendment, and has no connection || have a right to assume to themselves whatever 
with it. Fle contends that Congress muy decide || powers of legislation they choose to assume, is 
whether slaves are to be lawfully carried to or ex+ || Most Monstrous. 
cluded from: the territories; then, f will ask the || Mr. FOOTE. I would ask the Senator whether, 
Senator, would we not still require the very amend- || in the event of Congress declining to pass any re- 
ment which I have offered, if the decision strould || striction whatever i regard to territortal legisla- 
be in favor of their introduction? Would he || lation, the territorial’ government would, in his 
leave’ lingiage, which prevented the territoriul || opinion, have any right to pass any such law? 
legislature from. enacting laws upon the subject of Mr: BUTLER. ff say that the Constitution 
slavery, and yet give authority to take’ slaves into 


might restrict theny; but whey might disregard the 
the teFrinoty? If Congress; according to the sup- || Constivation and: affirm the Mexican law the next 
position of the Senator, 8 the power and 


day, and, without sonte certain and defined power, 
decides that they shall not take’ slaves there, then || a man might go there with his ty and there 
i grant that there is’ no’ necessity for power to would be no means by which he would be able to 
endet police laws in tto them. I am ready || protect it. 
atall times to meet his proposition; but not to Sir, | was going on to speak of the people hav- 
propose that’ which we have no constitutional au- || ing a right, independently of the Constitulion, by 
thority to perform. 


which even Congress derives its power, to make 

Mr. BUTLER. I'will'not, Mr. President, take || whatever lawa they’ please for themselves. Thut 
part ity this discussion now, but will explain a few || is, indeed, a new idea. ‘Phe principle which per- 
words which have been used on a former occasion. || vades all legislation upon this subject is, that a 
As well as I recollect, they were the words whieh || territorial levislature'is given by Congress, subject 
were introduced into the Clayton comipromise, || to all the limittions imposed by Congress, and 
“that @ territory shall not legislate in respect to || thut it has no powers except those which are giver 
slavery ;’” dart eauatides my friend from Mary- || to it by Congress. In other words, it has power 
land, now the Attorney General, replying that if || to late upon those subjects only which are 
the words should retnain if that way, and an in- || specified in the grant. ‘This, f am aware, is in- 
dividual, with thé view of trying’ the: question, |) consistent with the broad notion that those squat- 
should carry his slave there under articles of con- 


E ters, the momént they put therr feet upon the soil, 
tract—_** 4 : wy 
Loelb hans soctcoobeane day Char ws-alavat, 


are freeholders, and entitled to exercise all the 
privileges of citizens of a State. 


ticular person, || | clau 
| there is no power by which the térritorial legisia- 


Conatitution of the United States and’ thé laws of || 


Psry thie much: if you leave the clause as it is, 


| tures’ can pase’ police laws, of to give a writ of 


| any sh 





| 


TT 


| 


SS 


| 


| any law im respect to African stavery, and leave | 


| 


| 


| 





trover, or any other writ by which a man can sae 
for his property and recover it fron: any ubprivre- 
pled man who may take his slave from Nin ih 
Such is the argument contended for 
by the’ distinguished Attorney Generat, in his 
place,on this subject. 

But {shall hereafter ask for an opportuitity to 


| eXpress my opinions on this compromise; and [ 
| will now say to the honorable Senator from Ken- 


tueky, thet, when I do se, Iwill do it distinerly 
and without disguise, of what would satisfy me as 


| a representative of one of the southern States; [ 


shall be explreit and leave’ nothing in doubt as to 
what | think woulil be séfficient w satisfy my 
constituency in reference to these questions. 

Mr: KING. I, too, sir, shall act upon the same 
principle, and, when the proper time shall arrive, 
shat! express’ my opihion on this subject. I rise 
just now with a view to do some justice to my 
friend from Louisiana, who has offered to-day an 
amendment to the bill as reported by the Commit- 
tee of Thirteen. Sir, it was well sard by the har 
orable gentleman in this Senate, that whew thst 
amendment was prepared it was made under the 
impression that it contained the exact words of 
the Clayton compromise’ bill. That was a mis- 
take on the part of the gentleman, for the commit- 
tee went on the princip'e that the territorial legis 
lature’ siiowld not pass any laws respecting the 
establishment or the excluston of African siavery. 
That was supposed to be the object at the time it 
was offered by the honorabie Senator from Loui- 
siana, in ofder to see whether it might not have 
another bearing. 

But, sir, Lthink that the amendment offered by 
my friend fm Mississippi (Mr. Davis] goer far- 
ther than it is necessary to go to do all that is re- 
qttired to be effected by the compromise bill, and 
all that is required to be effected now; arid that ia, 
that it uses the very words ‘to prevent the ter- 
ritorial legislature from passing any law respecting 
either the establishment or the exclusion of African 
slavery;”’ and I have no fear that the powers be- 
longing to the territorial legislature will not be 
sufficient to enable them to pass all necesstiry mu- 
nieipal regulations for the protection of property 
of this description. If, then, my friewd from Mie- 
sissippi will modify his amendment so as to leave 
it where it was originally intended to be placett by 
my friend from Louisiana, | think much objection 
will be removed. 

Sir, I do not thiwk there is @ solitary gentleran 
on the other'side, belonging to a particular party, 
that would bein favor of giving to these territorial 
legislatures this fall power to pass laws either for 
the prohibition or the introduction of slavery. 
They would be afraid of its introduction; and the 
probability is, that their fears would not be entirely 
groundless. I, sir, am opposed to giving to the 
terriorial legisla’ures arty power either to prohibit 
or to intfoduce it. | believe that the power does 
not exist on the part of Congress, and in that re- 
spect | differ with the Senator from Illinois in tofo. 
Sir, his argument is a free-soil speech; it is the 
Wilmot proviso, so far asthe argument goes, as 
to giving to the’'Congress of the United States+he 
power of régulating every description of propetiy 
whieh the citizens of the country possess who 
choose toemigrate there. The Senator went vastly 
beyond what | have heard before, bechuse it waa 
then confined to slavery. But he would prohibit 
all property, because, forsooth, the Government of 
the United States prevented traders from going into 
the Indian country and @elling certain articles te 
these unfortunate beings. 

Sir, the first territorial governments which we 
established were simply for the protection of per- 
sons and property, and consisted of a governor and 
council. And are Senators prepared to say that 
this governor and his council—if governments 
sheuld’ be orduined for these territories——should 
have the powet of regalating property entirely? 
Sir, E never did agree with my friend from M:chi- 
ga in regard to what is supposed to be the con- 
strastion of the Nicholson letter: I never aid 
believe that a@ territorial legislature possessed an 
power whatever but such as is delegated to it by 
the Congress of che United States; and the power 
which ie did possess simply related to the protee- 
tio of persons and property and the punishment 
of-erime. Sir; what do you reqeife of thent? 
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That they shali pass no law that is not to be sub- 
mitted to Congress for its approbation, leaving 
them strictiy to the control of the Congress of the 
United States in every act that they may pass. 
And yet gentlemen get up at this day.and advocate 
on the floor of the Senate the monstrous doctrine 
that these territorial legislatures, consisting of a 
mere handful of men, should make laws to affect 
every description of property. I would greatly 

refer that my friend would leave out this provis- 
ion, Which by some is considered unnecessary. 
The section, it appears to me, effects everything 
that ought to be desired, and it leaves no idea that 


anything is covered up in it which ought not to be || 


there. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I must say, Mr. President, 
that it appears to me that my friend from Ala- 


bama has not shown his usual courtesy in the re- | 


marks he has just made. He has been pleased to 
say that my speech was a free-soil speech, and a 
Wiitoverowieo speech. And why? Because I 
made an argument in favor of the territorial bill 
in the Senate, neither adopting nor rejecting any 
rovision in relation to slavery in the territories. 
A other words, | made an argument in favor of 
the doctrine advocated by my friend from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. Cass,] so far as the territorial govern- 
ments were concerned. The Senator from Ala- 
hama says that he never agreed with my friend 
from Michigan on this point, and that my argument 
is free-soilism and Wilmot provisoism. He then 
changes his position with his eyes open—having 
advocated the Wilmot proviso at the last presi- 


dential election, and he became an advocate of it | 


with his eyes open on that subject. 

Mr. KING. I suppose the Senator, in making 
thie statement, means nothing personal ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Not at all. 

Mr. KING. I said nothing about @e argument 
us to the power of the territorial legislature to pass 
such laws. 
that portion in which he contended that Congress 
had all power over the territories—to exclude 
from, oradmit into, or control property in those 
territories. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Now, sir, we will turn to 
that point. 


ject of slavery. | undertake to say that three 
months ago the Senator from Alabama was in 
favor of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
to make any personal allusions. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It cannot be out of order to 
tell the trath in a respectful manner. 

Mr. KING. 1 am atill in favor of establishing 
territorial governments without saying anything 
on the subject of slavery, so far as the introduc- 
tion of it into or the exclusion of it from the ter- 
ritories is concerned. That is what [ was in favor 
of threé months ago, and is what I am in favor of 
auill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I stated that that. has been 
a doctrine unanimously entertained, so far as | 
have understood it—that territorial bills were to 
be passed silent upon the subject of slavery, and 
that no provision was to be made upon the sub- 
ject. [understand that that has been the unan- 
ime@us doctrine; that is what | now advocate; that 
is what | made an argument in favor of. I did not 
pesnere to say in the bill that the territorial legis- 
ature should have the power to legislate on the 
subject of slavery, or that Congress should have 
poss to prohibit or establish it in the territories. 

ae to strike out that prohibition of the ter- 


It is not in order 


ritorial legislature on the subject, and, that being 
done, it would read, that territorial legislation 
should extend to all rightful subjects of legislation 


withia their boundaries. 1 proposed to make it 
an open question, so that the people themselves 
could do with it as they pleased, 

Now, sir, letme compare notes with the Senator, 
and see who is in favor of the Wilmot proviso and 
free-soil doctrine on this point. He desires a pro- 
hibition on the part of ress that the territo- 
rial legislatures shall not legislate in respect to 
slevery. Why, sir, the laws of Mexico prohib- 
ited slavery in those territories when we acquired 
them from that country, and according to the law of 
nations the laws of Mexico are stillin force. And 
what is it that the Senator proposes? Why, it is to 
continue those laws in force, and to prevent the 

le themselves from repealing them. And that 


ts the very doctrine of the Senator from Wiscon- 
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sin, which he wants to continue and retain in the || ple themselves to decide, because I take itto be 


bill. That was the reason it was voted into the | clear that it isa — question. [tis a 
€ people in 


their ate 
spriety, there 
ding the exer. 


r government 
| the establishment or exclusion of slavery. ~ 


| bill by the committee of thirteen, the Senator from |) tion for the decision 
| Vermont giving the casting vote to put if in, be- | sovereignty, and there may be a 
| cause it was a perpetuation of the prohibition of || certainly 1s no impropriety, in exclu 
|slavery forever. Sir, L wish to strike it out, be- || cise of any power in the territorial 
| cause I do not wish to perpetuate any institution 
against the will of the people. I wish to leave || say, sir, that | look upon the whole matter ag of 
them free to regulate their own institutions in their || not the slightest practical utili:y in the present 
own way, without compelling them to establish an | case My judgment is, that mo provision of this 
| institution there, on the one hand, if they do not | sort is likely to have any effect whatever upon ihe 
|| wish, nor preventing them, on*the other, from es- | actual state of things which will arise in New 
| tablishing it if they do wish it. Sir, | only made | Mexico, Sul the proposftion is apparent. If the 
| those remarks which | thought werecourteous. I | amendment be put in the shape which | have jp. 
had made a speech in favor of the doctrines L have | dicated it will be unobjectionable. 
always held, and I did not expect to see the Sen- || Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It is in that shape 
ator from Alabama show that irritability “f temper, || now. 
and to hear him use epithets, instead of attempting | Mr. WEBSTER. It has been advanced tha, 
to reply to an argument which he knew to be | these people while a territory have a right to do 
| frankly and candidiy made. {| made no uncour- | anything and everything that belongs to the riz)ts 
_teous remark. Now, sir, | admit that 1 would || of man. I cannot conceive that they have. | yp. 
rather take the doctrine as it is to be found in the | derstand something, | hope, about the rights of 
| bill of the Senator from Kentucky than one which || man, as they exist before government and withoy: 
| would stultify the whole Democratic party. ltis government, and before there is a social state, and 
| now clear that the object is to stultify the whole | before there is a political state. But when we 
| Democratic party of 1848. It is now intended to || speak of the rights of persons—the rights of peo. 
| rebuke the docirine we advocated at that time. || ple who are in a social state, who are in a political 
| The Senator from Mississippi said he wasopposed | state, who are under the dominion and power of g 
| tot; the Senator from Alabama says he, too, was | government—when we speak of their rights, | sup- 
/against that doctrine then; the doctrines of the || pose we must mean their rights as they exist as 


The portion to which | referred was | 





| 


|| nounce what we have alleged to be our principles, 
My argument. was in favor of passing || 


a territorial bill without any provision on the sub- |) 


} 
| 





|| wrong to put the question on such a basis. 


| Senator from Michigan are to be abandoned, new 
} 
doctrines enunciated in 1848 are to be smoothed | 
down and required to vote-for a measure which is | 
| intended to stultify and disgrace the whole Demo- | 
cratic party. That, sir, is the question which we | 
are to meet; and, if we must meet it, let us meet 
it openly and like men. 


| posed to this measure; he was manly enough to rise | 
above all political rivalries, and to say that it was | 


We) 


have ever stood upon this question. But, air, 
| when we are required to retrace our steps and re- 


that becomes quite a different question. 


The Senator from Ken- || 
|| tucky was manly enough to say that he: was op- 


|| social rights,and their political rights more es. 
|| doctrines are to be raised, and the supporters of the 


pecially as they exist in the state of things exisi. 
_ing at the time. | shall not now go into the gen. 
| eral reasons of the subject, nor shall I meet the 
| argument or attempt to meet the argument of the 
| honorable member from Michigan, addressed to 
| us some time ago, 

We have always gone upon the ground that 
| these territorial governments were in a state of pu- 
| pilage, under the protection or patronage of the 
| General Government. The territorial legislature 
| has a constitution prescribed by Congress. They 


|| can stand where we st0od in 1848, and where we | have no power not given by that Congress. They 
| must act within the limits of the constitution 


| granted them by Congress, or else their acts be- 
| come void. The people under the territorial gov. 





Mr. WEBSLER. Mr. President, | do not think 


"ernment are not a sovereignty; they do not con- 
|| stitute a sovereignty, and do not possess any of 


| that there is anything in this question that rans so || the rights incident to sovereignty. They are, if 
| far into the interests or feelings of party, past, || you so please to denominate i, in a state of in- 


| present, or to come, as seems to be supposed by || choate government and sovereignty. 
[ think | 


| the honoraole member from Alabama. 


| that the amendment moved in this case by the hon- | 


| orable member from Mississippi [Mr. Davis} is of 
| very litte moment, and | doubt whether it will 
| have any degree of influence. upon the just.con- 
| struction of the bill. 


Sir, if | understand. the ob- | 


If we well 
| consider this question upon the groynd of oar 
|| practice during the last half century, | think we 
|| will find one way of disposing of it. It is our 
1 duty to provide for the people of the territory 
| government to keep the peace, to secure their prop- 
|| erty; to assign to them a subordinate legislative 


| ject of gentlemen who have taken part in this dis- || authority; to assign to them a subordinate judicial 


| cussion, it can be very easily attained by amend- 
ment form of amendment. 1 have seen on the 
| surface of this question (and | suppose that every- 
thing beionging to it is on the surface) nothing but 
a disposition to prevent the territorial government 
from deciding upon the quesiion of the permanent 
establishment, or the permanent exclusion of sla- 
very in the territory hereafter to become a State. 
I have taken that to be the aim and object of this 
provision, which it is proposed to strike out of the 
bill. If there is anything deeper in it than that, it 
is not apparent to me. Now, if that be the object, 
it can be reached in a very piain manner. 1 saw 
an amendment the other day in the hands of the | 
| honorable member from Indiana (Mr. Wurrcoms] | 
whicn | think is calculated to accomplish that ob- 
ject. Itis the same that has been indicated by the 
honorable member from Alabama. Aas the bill 
now reads, it provides that the territorial legislature 
shall have no authority to pass anf law respecting 
African slavery. The argument is, that by possi- 
bility i may become necessary to pass laws re- 
specting slavery, if slavery shall ever exist there. 
ow, | suppose that the amendment proper to be 
invroduced forthe purpose which has been signified 
by the gentlemen who have spoken, would be to 
strike out those words, and to say that the territo- 
rial legislature shall have no authority to pass any 
law for establishing or excluding slavery in the 
territory. It appears to me that this is the upshot 
of the whole matter. That is very proper, because 
| take it that the meaning of the whole is, that this 
question shall ve left to the people of the State to 
decide after it becomes a sovereignty by admission 
into the Union on the same fooung with the ori- 
ginalStates. It may then bea question forthe peo- 





authority; to see that the protection of their per- 
sons and the security Of their property are all reg- 
ularly provided for; and to maintain them in that 
state until they grow into sufficient importance, in 
point of populauon, to be admitted into the Union 
as a State, upon the same footing with the original 
States. lt seems to me that that is all our duty. 
1 shall most readily concur in anything which 
tends to the performance of thatduty. But | can- 
not go into any general discussion about the rights 
of the people while under the territorial govern 
ment, and do more than they are permitted to do 
by that constituuion which creates a government 
over them. , 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I do not feel dis- 
posed, for one, at this time, to concede, even by 
silence, that ihe question now before this Senate 
and this country 1s.one of practical indifference. 
We have Brown from thirteen to thirty States, and 
the history of the new States that have been added 
to the Union since the formation of the Consiiu- 
tion of the United States will shew this important 
fact: No matter what is the latiwude or the long 
tude of any territorial government that has been 
organized by virtue of the authority of Congress, 
in every solitary instance in which slavery has po 
been expressly prohibited by act of Congress, |t has 
» and exists there at the present lume. 
_ sir, upon this subject | desire. no light but 
the light of experience, and that light tells me that, 
unless this ressional prohibition is inserted 1 
every sereieial bill, slavery will go into the ter’ 
tories, and it is not worth while to shut our ey® 
to this fact that none but those who are wilfully 
blind can help seeing. Is this, 
consequence ? 


bir, a question of 
indifference and of no ask, thed, 
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what is of consequence, what is of nioment? 
What ought to command the attention and excite 
the feelings, call up the most strenuous eflorta 
of ihe friends of freedom in this body, at this time, 
if this great question, relating to the government 
fa country, compared with which the old thirteen 
he but a speck, does not? if the question whether 
savery is to go unbridled and unchecked by any 
congressionak rohibition, if that is a question of 
indifference, then what is of moment, what is of 
consequence? Do not let us deceive ourselves with 
the idea that latitude fixes this matter. There is 
the State of Texas, running from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the 42d degree of north latitude, and 
slavery covering the whole of it, ‘There is the 
State of Missouri, the whole of it north of 36° 30’ | 
and slavery covering the whole of that State. Now, | 
it is not worth while to shut our eyes to these facts. | 
jt is not worth while to hug to ourselves the dela- 
sion that we are passing upon matter that is of lit- 
tle or no moment. W hatever may be the conse- | 
quence, whatever may be the results, it is best to | 
look these facts in the face, * 

The honorable Senator from Iowa, (Mr. Donee,} 
the other day took occasion to say that he had | 
no confidence in the sincerity of gentlemen who | 
expressed any fears as to slavery going into the |) 
territories. would ask that honorable Senator if | 
he places any confidence in the declarations of | 
southern gentlemen who tell us that it will go | 
there? Does he believe the sincerity of the hon- | 
orable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] when | 
he tells us that the country about the Gila is one | 
that is calculated for slave labor, and to which it 
can go? Does he believe the sincerity of the hon- | 

| 
} 
i 
| 





} 
| 


orable Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason] when 
he tells us that in the mountain countries of these 
territories, slave labor is worth from four to six 
thousand dollars a year, and that, Without restric- 
tions, it will go into these territories? Or is that 


deception? Is that pretence? Now, when honor- || 


able Senators from the slave States get up here and | 
tell us that this 38 a constitutional right which they | 
claim and intend to exercise, and that it is one | 
immensely valuable to them, how idle is it for us 
to pretend that it is a matter of comparative indif- 


ference and insignificance, and one about which || 


we need not trouble ourselves at all. 
Sir, & is the question. Do not talk to me about | 

banks, and tariffs, and protection to iron, or any 

of these matters, a8 being the question of the day, 


and pass by this great question, which is to fx || 


the character of the government and population of 


is no Whig upon this subject. All the party di- 
visions are lost in the consideration of its urgency. 
They speak but one sentiment; they give utter- 
ance to but One language; they entertain but one 
opinion of this subject; and that is, that it is the 
bounden duty of this Congress to adhere in 1850 
to the principles upon which the Constitution went 
into operation in 1759. It is that the principles 
which have marked and distinguished the legisla- 
tion of the country from that time down to the 
present shall be maintained; and that we shall not 
-be driven by any considerations from standing up 
to the line of constitutional duty, which has been 
marked out by our brothers, and adhered to from 
their day dowr to the present. 

Sir, | undertake to say—and I think I know 
something of the state of public opinion in the 
northeastern States—thatall that | have said is but a 
poor, faint, and feeble delineation of the feeling 
which reigus paramount in the breasts of that peo- 
ple. I say that they are willing to compromise 
anything and everything else but this. You may 
make a high or a low tarriff, a bank or a sub- 
treasury, anything that relates to our were purses, 
and the people of those States will compromise, 
and compromise liberally, as they have done in 
duys that are past; but when you come to ask 
them to do violence to their own convictions of 


you will find that they are not made of that stuff 
that can compromise on such a subject. They 
are willing to give now, as they ever have given, 
and as they always will give, anything and every- 
thing that can rightfully be claimed under the Fed- 
eral Constitution. 1 undertake to say, that if 
there has been a doctrine that has been taught by 
southern statesmen, in days that have passed, upon 
this subject of human slavery, it was that it was 
a local State institution, with which the Federal 
Government had nothing to do. And when gen- 
tlemen stand here and talk about ‘ property in 
slaves,”’ as if it were a property that was recog- 
nized by this Constitution or by the law of ciyvil- 
ized society as property, | can turn to their own 
| courts, their own statesmen, their own judges, 
| and read them from the first period of their history 
| down to the present time, assertions made in Con- 


|| gress, and pronounced upon their benches, that 


this very article of property—slavery—is one de- 
| pendent for its existence entirely upon local law, 
and that it has none of the general characteristics 
of property in the sense in which we use the term. 

hy, in the same way, a contractor for the labor 





this immense territory forever, as one of indiffer- | 
énce and insignificance, and of no practical utility. 
To my mind these others are questions which sink 
into insignificance. You may make a tariff in 
1342, repeal it in 1846, alter it again in 1850. You 
may make and unmake banks. You may 

upon any system regulating any of these ques- 
tions. They are the mere questions of the day, 
and may pass away this year and present them- 
selves anew next year in new phases, But settle | 
this question once, aod no man’s sagacity can 
foresee the time when the consequences of the de- 
cision which we now make will cease to affect the 
interests of the millions that are to occupy this 
country throughout all the stages of its existence. 





No, sir, the imagination shrinks from the attempt 
of conceiving the inimensity of the interests that 
are at stake upon the resula to which we may 
come in the deliberations in which we are now 
engaged. 1 undertake to say that it is a question 
compared with which there has never engaged the 
attention of an American assemblage one so im- 
portant, since the question, whether we were to be 
free or slaves was agitated in the Continental Con- 
gress. | say that since that time never has there 
been one of so much moment, of so much conse- 
quence. And it is a libel upon the intelligence 
of the citizens of the free Suites to tell them that it 
isa matier of indifference, that it is a matter of no 
consequence, that it is a matter of no moment. — 
Sir, if there be one single object about which 
more than any other the minds of the people of 
the free States have been engrossed, it is this one. 
Go through the history, take the catalogue, and 
will find that some of the legislatures of the 
ree States have passed resolutions in favor of pro-_| 
tection, and others against it; some for a revenue | 
tariff, and’ others for a protective tariff; but upon 
this great question, whether freedom or slavery 
shall mark the whole of the new territories, they | 
tpeak but one voice. re is no Democrat, there 


of convicts in our penitendaries—and there are 
such persons recognized in States where peniten- 
aries exist—mignt just as well come forward and 
claim that the General Government should extend 
its constitutional protection over that property, 
outside of the jurisdiction where they are recog- 
| nized, as that gentlemen should come forward and 
| claim that slave labor, dependent for its existence 
upon the local jurisdiction where it is, should be 
protected outside that jurisdiction. No, sir! If 
gentlemen want compromises, the Constitution has 
| made one, and to the Constitution let us adhere; 
that is, keep your slaves in your own Siates. 
There, we neither pretend nor claim to have a 
right to interfere. ‘Phere the Constitution is su- 
preme. But when you undertake to go outside of 
your States, and carry @ species of property, de- 
pendent for its existence on the local jurisdiction 
of the State where it exists, outside ef those States, 
you ask of us too much, and more than you ever 
asked before. 

This question is full of embarrassments, prac- 
tically. If the Constitution of the United States 
carries slavery into the territories, what sort of 
slavery does it carry? Does it carry Virginia sla- 
very or Delaware slavery? Does it carry the 
slavery of Kentucky, or of some other- States? 
Does it carry a slavery which may be abolished 
by emancipation, or does it carry a slavery which 
cannot be abolished by emancipation uniesa the 


eae consent? 

nsiderations of this sort might be multiplied 
indefinitely to show the absurdity of such a prop- 
osition as this. But 1 will not pursue them now. 


i have only risen to say that | look upon this || 


question, as | said in the beginning, as one of 
transcendent importance, and that | feel myself 
bound by every consideration to resist, now and 
forever, and at all umes, anything that looks like 


the legislation of this country authori ° ° 
initting the tmnalik of Vole Yooal tattoos tens 





duty, which impress themselves upon their hearts, |) 
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territories subject to the jurisdietion of the United 
States. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
say one word, and one word only, to prevent mis- 
apprehension. I have said that I looked upon 
the question raised by this amendment of the hon- 
orable member from Mussissippi—and | intended 
that the remark should include the amendment of 
the honorable member from Ohio—to be of no 
protien’ importance. That is my own opinion. 

y Opinion is, that it is no question at all of sla- 
very or no slavery. My opinion is well known 
to be that if slavery were promoted and encouraged 
in the new territories, it cannot exist there. My 
opinion is well known to be that there is no neces- 
sity for any local prohibition of siavery in the 
territories acquired from Mexico. ‘That is my 
opinion; and if it be found right or wrong here- 
alter, let the consequences fall upon my own head. 
Others may think differently; but to me there is 
not the slightest appearance of importance, one 
way or the other, in the amendment proposed by 
the member from Mississippi, or in that proposed 
by the member from Ohio, except so fur as the 
latter may be necessary, in some judgments, to 
exclude slavery, which might otherwise be implied 
to exist there. To resist that implication, I shall 
vote for the amendment, if it be preased. 

But the whole question in this case i understand 


| to be just this, whether the question of the establish- 
| ment or exclusion of slavery shall be left to the 
| people in the territories to decide when 


they 
come to form a State government. Now, it is 
agreed on all hands that it is a matter of municipal 
law. We know that if slavery were introduced 


| into the territories, the moment the people formed 
| a State government they could abolish it. 


On the 
other hand, if it were prohibited, the moment they 
formed a State government they could introduce 
it, ifthey saw fit. Nevertheless, itis not upon that 
ground | proceed, though I think it isa very proper 
ground. I conceive that the proper mode of pro- 
ceeding is to leave this matter to State legislation, 
after the territories shall have become Stites. But 
my ground is, standing by the Sgamenons which 
I have a thousand times made, that there is no 
reasonable human™~probability, and that there is 
therefore no substantial necessity, for doing any- 
thing in organizing territorial governments touch- 
ing the future existence of slavery therein. That 
is my belief. ‘There are reasons for the exclusion 
of siavery in these territories which no human 
legisiation can control. Acting under that con- 
viction, | shall continue to give my vote here in 
pursuance of it. Other gentlemen, entertaining 
different opinions, will of course act as their con- 
sciences may dictate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I should not have 
troubled the Senate with any further remarks, but 
for the appeal of my friend from Alabama. Before 
I answer that appeal, however, | wish to say a 
word as tu the remarks of the Senator from New 
Hampshire. I think we have occasion to congrat- 
ulate ourselves upon the argument made by the 
Senator from New Hampshire; as to that part 
of it which went to show that the Constitution 
only recognizes slavery in the States, it is wo 
shailow to pass anywhere. Everybody knows 
that slavery exists in the States, independent of 
this government, and because those States author- 
ize Ws existence. The Constitution gave to sla- 
very an expansion of recognition equai to the terri- 
tory of the United States. That ie what it did; 
and no more than that. it did not confirm and 
establish it within the States. The States were 
independent; they were the founders of the Can- 
federauon; the General Government came from 
their hands fashioned by their will. Their inati- 


| tutions were not moulded by the General Govern- 


ment, they preéxisted and survived its formation. 
But we have occasion to congratulate ourselves upon 
the argument of the Senator, who has to-day made 
such a demonstration that hereafter bis declamation 
against slavery, as a moral, social, and political 
curse, must forever cease. He has declared ihat 
in every territory where it has not been prohibited 
by positive law, slavery has been established, 
From that we learn that its merit has supported it 
wherever by positive law it has not been prohib- 
ited. Statesmen.must learn by experience of wa 
uons how to guard the future from the evils of the 
past. Whenever an instuuucn has been found so 
advantagous that ail have dvsired it and unless 
forbidden enjoyed it, who can deny it deserves to 
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becherished? How, with theevidence héadduces, || merely declares that 


which, as moral and consti- 


can the Senator from New Hampshire deny that || entious men, they are willing to abide by without 


slavery is a moral, social, and poliical blessing 7 
‘This is the efid of the Senator’s argument; there 


the amendment. Then | ask them, in a spirit of 
morality abd conscientiousness, to assist me in 


he rust stop, for that is the uhavoidable conclusion. || passing the amendment, hus to prevent a construc- 
|| Gon’ Which Is tot now given to it, and which none 


The great confidence have in my friend from 
Alabama, (Mr. Kine,] always inclines me to ac- 
cept any advice he may offer. 
aU of this océasion; but 1 would say to him that 


his whole argufient rests’on his opitiion that the | 


amendment 18 unnecessary. 
ferent view; and now | ask, notwithstandirig the 
great disparit 
formation of that Senator and my own, why, if it 


a matter of impormonce, it is that he aske meé to 


yield to him rather then he to me? His whiolear- | 
guient is, tht the amendment effects nothing. If | 
it effects nothing, it certainly cannot be objection- || 
able on account of any tendency it has to do | 


harm. ’ 
contained in the biil. 


Mr. KING. 


All that ie in the amendment, he says, is | 


1 wish f could do |) 


do avow. 
Mr. DAYTON. 


| the Senator from Mississippi, and others who 


I entertain a dif- || 


which my mind récurs. 


| the Senator from Massachusetts auggests, thai he 


between the experience and in- || 


has seeti in the hands of the Senator from Indiana, 


|| 8 ali atvendment providing against the establish- 
ia to hind @ matter of smal! acount, arid to me it Is | 


ment or prohibition of slavery in the territories. 


| The Senator front Mississipp: puts a case. He 


says, suppose a runaway negro should get into the 
territories, and thatthe territorial legislature should 


pass a law respecting runaway negroes for the | 
purpose of provecting that species of property? || 


|| If suchy language or phraseology were employed, 


nothing beveficial, inasmach as the territorial | 
legistatures, having a right to pass laws, might | 


embrace’ ini their legislation all the regulations || 


necessary to govern property of every description. 


of the Senate, as many individuals give it a con- 


struction different from what | give it, supposmg || 


that the proviso actually ifitroduces’ slavery into | 


the territory. 

Mr. DAVIS. That cannot be drawn from the 
janguage of the dimendment. It may have been 
inferred from sonté retiarks others have made. 


we represent @ minority. He and myself are in 
the minority of Congress on any sectional question. 


|| h€ says some one might mise up and say that was | 
I seid the amendment would effect | 


I wish to call the attention of | 


| think with him, to one familiar illustration to || 
The amendment which || 





a law establishing African slavery. Now, take a | 
faniiliar €xpressioa, contained in the Constitution | 


every Swte in the Union. 


| there, that you shall pass no law respecting the 
But it 1s injurious, by making the bill such as to || 
prevent its meeting the aj/probation of a majority | 


establishment of religion. 
State in the Union which has not passed laws re- 


| specung property of religious assemblies, respect- 


i 


ing the worship of religious assemblies, directing, 
controlling them, securing their rights, and giving 


| every possrbie police jaw which is necessary. 


| 


Now, thig is the identical language proposed in 
this amendment. What difficulty is there in adopt- 


|| ang it? 
But t would say tomy friend from Alabama that | 


| 


|| ional fanwticism wWarrin 


Our purpose should be, therefore, not to evade | 


the question; not to leave it for wart of language 


tw a doubtfal construction; but whenever'a ques- | 


aot is raised, we should meet it distinctly and | 


settle it at once. My object is now to settle the 
question, not 40 pass a bill which shall settle 
nothing. 


lam not here striving for the passage | 


of a bill which is to receive a construction here- | 


after, a construction given it by a majority, when 


1 represent a minority. If the amendment amount | 


to no more than the bill. it can do no harm. 


discussion and agitation of this subject in the next 
Congress? 1 did aot understand the Senavor from 
Mossachusétts ‘as saying the institution of slavery 


If it || 
is the same, why not adopt it and close the ques: || 
tion—eetile the constraction now, and prevent the || 


was 6 question of no importance, but the amend- | 


ment, because it effected nothing more than was 
contained in the bill. He said he was willing to 
declare that the territorial jegisiature should not be 


invested with power to adimt or exclude slavery. | 


‘That is in the amendment asalready proposed. 
Mr. WEBSTER. ‘That is in the bill also. 
Mr. DAVIS. That is questionable, and there- 

fore the améndment has veen extended by the 

Senator from Maryland, that the legislature in the 

territory shall not establish or exclude slavery. 

Tre whole purpose, so far as that is concerned, 

is wtready answered. But, though the legislature 

shall have fo poWer to admit or exclude slavery, 
if we have a right to take slaves into the territory, 
it is Nec@ssary thut the legislature have power to 
guvern théni, not merely as persons, but as prop- 
erty; for theyoccupy that two-fold relation where- 
ever they exist. | wish to prevent the possibility 
of a conflict on construction hereafter, and, whilst 
theres a provision inhibiting the territorial legis- 
jacure from establishing or prohibiting slavery, we 
give them power to protect that property, if it is 
permitted to go there. My difficult r this: Sup- 
pose thdt at the next session of Con there 
should come from that territorial legislacare a bill 
furan act to arrest runaway slaves, and some one 
should assert that such « law was a law to establish 
slavery, because without law of police.regulations 
slavery could not exist, and therefore it might be 
argued, that law which is essential to its existence 
ida law to establish'slavery. [can readily imagine 
the position being taken, and the manner in which 
it will be euetaived. If I could feel that the con- | 


stuction which the honorable Senator from Massa- | wie Union ; leaving, in the meun time, to the 


| 
i 


\| or 


; 


| 


| 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from 
New Jersey must recollect that there is now asec- 


must look to that sectional fanaticism and to its 
objects. 
Mr. DAYTON. 


as one of legal and judicial construction, ‘I'he lan- 


| guage emplvyed is that which has been applied to 


a exeetly analogous case, and, as | suppose, has 
been sv applied in every State in the Union. 

Mr. DAVIs. I look upon it as a political le- 
gislative question, and that is the view which is 
constantly presenced to us. 

Mr. CHASE. 
debute which has arisen, the amendaient which | 
had the honor to offer will be overlooked, ‘that | 


|| ask to have it agaid read. 


It was accordingly read. 

Mr. CASS. Me. Président, a letter of mine 
which seenis to have become sumewhat historical, 
has been so often reférred to in this discussion, 
and s0 miany constructions have been put upon it, 
that I feél called upon to read @ portion of it, that 
it may speak for weelf. Like the leavés of the 
Sybiis, if 1 tas any meaning, % would appear it is 


g against this institution, | 
and thut those who mtend to maintain our rights || 


| of the Unired States, and perhaps in that of almost | 
There ia this language 





I was looking at this question || 





Jam so much afraid that, in the || 


uo dark that every man may read it his own way, | 


, WY fact, nO way atall. My friend from Lou- 
siana’{[Mr. Downs] has remarked that the Senate 
has already Leen confounded with a number of ex- 
planations of that letter, Sir, 1 repeat again what 
[ said emmptiatically upon a former occasion, that, 
if'any midn misundersiands that leuer, the fault is 
his, not mine. i have heérevofore appealed upon 
thw subject, and have inguired whether, at the 
time my NichBison letter appeared, it was not dis- 
tinetly undersiood that i: took the ground I have 


| since taken, that the inhabitants of « térritory have 
| a right, subject of course to the limitations of the 


| 
i 


' 
i 


Constitution, to regulate the subject of slavéry for 
themselves, and especialiy was we appeal directed 
t6 the southern Senators who were here at the 
titie the lettér appeared, some of whom, and espe- 
eratly the Senator from South Carolina (Mrs Bur- 
Ler] and the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. 


Davis} signified their assent to niy proposition, I | 


will read a portion of the letter, 16 show that it 
ought not to be misunderstood. Speaking of the 
right to establish territorial government, I say: 

« Bat certain it is that the principle of interference should 
not be carried beyond Lhe necessary insplication whieh pro- 
duces itv It should’ de limited to tne creation of propet 
gevermments for new countries, acquired or settled, and to 
the necessary provision for their eventual admission into 


: people 
© usetis hae given this language Would be adhered || ‘em to regulute th ir internat concerns in their own way”? 


to, fb shouted feel chat there’ would’ be no danger | 
from it. But to those who hold this ground there | 
i» nothing objectionable in’ the amendment. It 


doubt as'to ule’ true interpretation of this letter? 
has passed 


i 


Ts there orié man on this floor who has‘now an 


Now that the excitement of an election 


BE. June 9, 


away, and we can all look coolly at things » 
are, is there any man here 09 Baht idbechoe 4 
put any other construction upon this letter 
that which its words plainly import, that in 

** mean time,’’ during the pendency of the terri. 
torial governments, ‘* they should be allowed to 
manage their own concerns in their own way }” 
| Does ‘not slavery come within this gategory ? 

it not a domestic concern? Is not that the 
trine of the South, of common sense, indeed ? No 
territorial government was ever established which 
had not power to regulate the domestic relations 
of husband and wife, of parent and child, and of 


| guardian and ward; and if the inhabitants are 


| competent to manage these great interests, and jn. 


| deed the interests belonging to all the departmenis 


of society, including the issues of life and death 
aré they not competent to manage the relation of 
master and servant, involving the condition of 
slavery ? 

Mr. President, there has been a good deal said 
to-day upon the subject of the rights of the terri. 
tories. 1am not going into the discussion of that 
subject at all. I have already occupied my {uli 
share of the attention of the Senate in the explana. 
tion of my views respecting it. The distinguished 


|| Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wester] says 
Now, there is not a | 


we have sovereignty over the territories. | am 
| not to be led from my path by that word sover. 
eignty, which we have so often heard invoked 
here, as though it were a kind of open sesame, 
| which opened all power to the General Govern. 
| ment. If you can find that word in the Constity. 





|| tion, which you cannot, and that it confers any 


| authority upon Congress, so be it ; there is anend 
| of the question, and we may lawfully exercise | 
what is thus granted. But if the word is not 
there, what right have you to introduce it here ag 
the foundation of congressional power? My doe- 
trine is this—I have already explained it at length, 
| and I shall now but briefly refer to it, as the sub. 
| ject is in my way—my docirine, I say, is this; 
that there is no provision in the Constitution 
viding for the establishment of territorial govern. 
ments, and, without going into the matter at all 
1 would only remark, that the various clauses and 
considerations, in the Constitution and out of the 
Constitution, which have been adverted to in sup- 
port of the power—I think a classification 8f them 
makes thirteen—and the reasons, quite as various, 
urged to establish them, are enough, were there 
io other reasons, to call in question the right in 
Congress to regulate this subject. A few plain 
words would have settled the matter forever, had 
the Convention intended to’ grant the power. They 
are not there, nor anything: like them, and we are 
| driven to forced interpretation and to remote anal 
ogies for a great political power, instead of being 
able to put a finger upon the grant itself. My 
position is, that, for certain reasons, which I will 
not recapitulate, as I have already explained them 
at length, the'necessity for providing gov-rnivenls 
for territories was neither forseeen out provided 
for, such governments having’ already been insti- 
tated by the old Congress in all the territory 
belonging to the United States, and new acquisi- 
tions not being within the contemplation of the 
statesmen of that period. My doctrine, further, 
is, that it is the moral duty of any country 
acquisitions, to take care that they are suppl 
with governments agreeably to the nature of thei 
institutions. It is one of the duties of sovereignty, 
if you so please—for that is using the word toa 
legitimate purpose—defining, as it does, certain re- 
lations, and nol being made to convey power to 
any department of a Government owing its exist- 
ence to the popular will, and deriving its authority 
from a writtén constitution, which withholds all 
that is not granted. The American people are the 
true sovereigns of this country, and entitled as such 
to exercise all power whieh fairly belongs to thal 
rélation. But no department of their Government 
can have such powers, under this attribute of sov- 
ereignty, unless it is expressly conferred upon 





them. ifnot it is 
Now, I have ora 


vidi ae its for the te es, but. 
paola ‘not ‘that authority, when the 
case arises and es8 acts e's they yield 
toa pi necessity, and must th themselves 
i for justifi-ation. If 
: a 4 ' ‘for action, 
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